You Will Not Abandon My Soul to Sheol
(Psalm 16)

God will preserve you through life and death and raise you to everlasting joy through Christ if He is your soul’s refuge, your relational center, your heart’s treasure, and your life’s wisdom.

David was confident in life and in death, even though:
· He sinned greatly.
· He suffered greatly.
· God was at times silent.
Therefore, this same confidence is available to you—your sin, your suffering, and God’s silence notwithstanding.

I. The Believer’s Relationship to God (vv. 1–8)
If you want the same confidence in life and in death that David enjoyed, you must exercise the same faith. Verses 1–8 describe David’s faith in four ways:
· God was the refuge of David’s soul (vv. 1–2)—God will be your refuge in death only if He has been your refuge in life.
· David fled to the LORD for refuge from his sins.
· David fled to the LORD for refuge from his sufferings.
· God was the center of David’s relationships (vv. 3–4)— God will bring into the everlasting joy of the company of the saints in heaven only those who have delighted in the company of the saints on earth.
· God was the treasure of David’s heart (vv. 5–6)— Saving faith finds more pleasure and treasure in Christ than in all the pleasures and treasures of this world.
· God was the wisdom of David’s life (vv. 7–8)—The Word of God is the infallible standard by which the believer evaluates good and evil, right and wrong, true and false.

II. The Believer’s Redemption before God (vv. 9–10)
Two theological tensions lay beneath the surface of Psalm 16:
· David was a sinner and deserved death.
· David has not been raised from the dead.
Both tensions are resolved in Jesus Christ, of whom David ultimately spoke (Acts 2:22–32):
· Jesus died so that David would live.
· Jesus rose from the dead, and will raise David on the last day.

III. The Believer’s Rapture in God (v. 11)
Those who share David’s faith will share David’s confidence and David’s everlasting joy.
