Blessed Are the True Disciples – Part Three
(Luke 6:12–49)

In the “Sermon on the Plain,” Jesus describes the kind of people who will inherit eternal life in the everlasting kingdom of God.

I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16)
The cause of true discipleship is God’s choice and God’s call. 

II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19)
The center of true discipleship is Jesus Christ. A true disciple comes to Christ to hear the words of eternal life and to be healed of the disease of sin.

III. The Character of True Discipleship (6:20–42)

A. In Relation to God (vv. 20–26)
Those who will inherit the blessings of the kingdom of God are those who are poor in spirit, who hunger for righteousness, who weep over the evil around them and within them, and who are persecuted for Christ’s sake.

B. In Relation to Others (vv. 27–42)

1. Love Your Enemies (vv. 27–36)
· The commands of love (vv. 27–28). Jesus commands both the affection (love) and the resultant actions (doing good, blessing, praying).
· The objects of love (vv. 27–28). Jesus used extreme examples (enemies, those who hate you, curse you, abuse you) in order to sweep in all strained relationships.
· The examples of love (vv. 29–30). In each of these examples, we must make a distinction between our role as a public citizen (in relation to societal evil), a public Christian (in relation to persecution), or a private Christian (in interpersonal relationships).
· The principle of love (v. 31). Jesus calls His disciples to be thermostats, not thermometers, setting the tone in relationships by initiating acts of love.
· The motive of love (vv. 32–35a). The motive of loving our enemies is the joy of fellowship with God in Christ.
· The model of love (vv. 35b–36). The model of love is God Himself, who loves His enemies in and through the redeeming work of Christ.

2. Love Your Brother (vv. 37–42)

IV. The Check on True Discipleship (6:43–49)

