Blessed Are the True Disciples – Part Two
(Luke 6:12-49)

In the “Sermon on the Plain,” Jesus describes the kind of people who will inherit eternal life in the everlasting kingdom of God.

I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16)
The cause of true discipleship is God’s choice and God’s call. If it is impossible for man to be saved—to see and savor Jesus Christ above all the pleasures and treasures of the world—then the cause of all true discipleship can only be divine election and effectual calling.

II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19)
The center of true discipleship is Jesus Christ. A true disciple comes to Christ to hear the words of eternal life and to be healed of the disease of sin, to be rescued from the condemnation of sin and restored from the corruption of sin.

III. The Character of True Discipleship (6:20–42)
· Blessed are the bankrupt (6:20b, 24)— To be poor in spirit (Mt 5:3) is to locate your worth, your comfort, your hope, and your treasure in God and all that He is for you in Christ. Someone who is poor in spirit is humble, hopeful, and happy.
· Blessed are the famished (6:21a, 25a)—To hunger for righteousness (Mt 5:6) means to be so enthralled with the beauty of God’s character (His glory) that we desire to be like Him (His righteousness) so that we can be with Him (in His kingdom); therefore, we come to Him to receive by faith the righteousness that He gives.
· Blessed are the serious (6:21b, 25b)— Weeping is the result of hungering for righteousness of God, and yet being confronted continually with the unrighteousness of the world and of our own heart. Weeping exists in the gap between hunger and satisfaction. Cf. Rom 7:22–24.
· Blessed are the hated (6:22–23, 26)— The world hates the holy. One of the marks of a true disciple is persecution. Contrariwise, if the world speaks well of you, this is the mark of a false convert, for the world finds nothing in you in which to take offense

IV. The Check on True Discipleship (6:43–49)

