Willing to Heal, Able to Forgive, Eager to Save
(Luke 5:12–32)

The three events of Luke 5:12–32 are tied together by the common theme of healing, each revealing something of man’s terminal condition apart from Christ, the healing ministry of Christ, and the sinner’s response to Christ.

I. Jesus Purifies the Polluted (5:12–16)
Jesus’ healing of the leper reveals three truths:
· Our souls are diseased, deformed, and defiled apart from Christ. This disease is hereditary and incurable apart from divine mercy.
· Jesus is compassionate, willing, and powerful to heal our souls of this dreadful disease. He is not defiled by our sin; rather, we are cleansed by His holiness.
· Like the leper, we must respond to Christ desperately, confident in Jesus’ identity and ability, and jubilant in His grace.

II. Jesus Heals the Helpless (5:17–26)
Jesus’ healing of the paralytic likewise reveals three truths:
· Man is spiritually incapacitated and incapable of coming to Christ; he must be carried to Christ (Jn 6:44; Rom 8:7–8). Man’s will is paralyzed by depraved and destructive desires.
· The priority of Jesus’ healing ministry is spiritual healing, for spiritual paralysis is infinitely more serious than physical paralysis. The authority of Jesus’ healing ministry comes from His own divine prerogative.
· Like the paralytic, we must believe, obey, and glorify Christ.

III. Jesus Saves the Sinner (5:27–32)
Jesus’ calling of Levi likewise reveals three truths:
· Though Levi had no physical ailment, he was just as sick as the leper and the paralytic.
· Jesus came for the sick and the sinner, not the self-righteous.
· Like Levi, we must respond to Christ with a repentance that is immediate, complete, contagious, and humble.
