Christianity is Visible: The Love of God Shown in Christ and Seen in Christians
Text: 1 John 4:7–12
Why should we love one another?
1. Because God is love
2. Because God loved us
3. Because Christ is visible in our love








1. BECAUSE... GOD IS LOVE (VV. 7–8)
“Let us love one another”... “Love is from God… God is love”

Hatred: I sacrifice you for my benefit
Love: I sacrifice myself for your benefit

Love is not self-expression, but self-denial.
Love is not self-preservation, but self-sacrifice.
Love is not love. God is love.

Love does not change.
Because God does not change.


2. BECAUSE... GOD HAS LOVED US (VV. 9–10)
“In this the love of God was made manifest…”

A. GOD SENT JESUS TO YOU (v. 9)

The story of salvation doesn’t begin with you seeking God, but with God seeking you.

B. GOD SENT JESUS DESPITE YOU (v. 10a)
“Not that we loved God…”

God only saves undeserving people…because that’s all there is.  

C. GOD SENT JESUS FOR YOU (v. 10b)
Propitiation = Jesus took the punishment we deserved and satisfied the wrath of God


3. BECAUSE... CHRIST IS VISIBLE IN OUR LOVE (VV. 11–12)
“If God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

No one can see God…but they can see you.

“The unseen God… is now revealed in His people when they love one another.” – John Stott



FINAL EXHORTATION
Let’s love one another and make Christianity visible.
