The New Wine of the New Covenant
(Luke 5:33–39)

The Mediator of the New Covenant
The problem with the Pharisees was that their covenant theology was malformed. Biblical covenant theology is structured around three overarching covenants:
· The covenant of redemption—the eternal, inter-trinitarian covenant to redeem a people through the accomplishment of the Son and the application of the Spirit.
· The covenant of works—the historical covenant made between God and humanity in Adam, in which He promised life and fellowship for obedience and threatened death and alienation for disobedience.
· The covenant of grace—the historical covenant between God and humanity in Christ, in which God promised a coming Redeemer who would accomplish a coming redemption.
The covenant of grace was advanced and revealed through four historical covenants:
· God’s covenant of preservation with Noah.
· God’s covenant of promise with Abraham.
· God’s covenant of law with Israel.
· God’s covenant of kingdom with David.
Finally, in the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son to mediate the new covenant, which was the fulfillment of the covenant of grace and all its previous historical administrations.

The Misunderstanding of the New Covenant
The Pharisees misunderstood the new covenant in three ways:

I. They Failed to Recognize the Presence of the Bridegroom
The Pharisees fasted rather than feasted because they did not recognize in Jesus the coming Messiah, the Bridegroom of the elect Bride.

II. They Failed to Recognize the Purpose of the Law
· The old covenant law was given to reveal man’s sin and need of salvation, as well as to reveal the coming Redeemer and coming redemption. But the Pharisees turned it into a means of meriting justification.
· The old covenant was intended to be a temporary administration of the covenant of grace, but the Pharisees treated it as perpetual covenant of works.

III. They Failed to Recognize the Preeminence of the Gospel
The new covenant is preeminent because it finally deals with the fundamental problems of our condemnation due to sin and the corruption of our souls. The Pharisees failed to see it because in their arrogance and autonomy, they desired to establish their own righteousness.
