The Second Adam
(Luke 3:21–4:13)

In His baptism, in His ancestry, and in His victory over Satan’s temptations, Jesus shows Himself to be the true and better Adam, in whom we may have justification and life through faith.

I. The Baptism of the Second Adam (3:21–22)
Luke’s Gospel emphasizes that Jesus was baptized in solidarity with sinners, while Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes that Jesus was baptized in substitution for sinners. After His baptism, God the Father declared that Jesus is His beloved Son, with whom He is well-pleased; the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove. This signified three things:
· Jesus is the eternally-begotten Son of the Father, the second Person of the Holy Trinity.
· Jesus is the eternally-beloved Son of the Father, and is well-pleasing in His sight.
· Jesus is anointed by the Holy Spirit; thus, the second Adam is the Servant of the LORD.
If we are in Christ by faith, we, too, are the beloved sons of God, well-pleasing in His sight.

II. The Genealogy of the Second Adam (3:23–38)
The genealogy of Jesus likewise reveals His status as the second Adam.
· That Jesus was about thirty years old and was only “supposed” to be the son of Joseph (3:23) links him with Adam, the son of God (3:38).
· While Matthew extends his genealogy from Jesus to Abraham in order to establish Jesus as the true son of Abraham (1:1–17), Luke extends his genealogy from Jesus to Adam in order to establish Jesus as the second Adam.
· While Matthew extends his genealogy through Joseph’s line, Luke extends his genealogy through Mary’s line. This accords with his emphasis upon Jesus’ virgin birth.

III. The Temptation of the Second Adam (4:1–13)
In order to redeem man from the first Adam’s fall, the second Adam had to overcome Satan’s temptations.
· The second Adam trusted God in His suffering, and refused to relieve His suffering through sin.
· The second Adam refused the offer of a sovereignty that circumvented the cross on the way to the crown.
· The second Adam refused to make Himself a spectacle, presuming upon the grace of God into order to attain the praise of men.
