The Sermon at Nazareth
(Luke 4:14–30)

Jesus’ sermon at Nazareth defines the main theme of His gospel, and demonstrates how one ought to respond. 

I. The Ministry of Christ (4:14–15)
Verses 14–15 provides a summary statement of Jesus’ ministry, revealing three characteristics that should also mark our ministry:
· It was a ministry conducted in the power of the Spirit.
· It was a ministry of preaching.
· It was a ministry directed toward the glory of Christ.

II. The Gospel of Christ (4:16–21)
Luke’s summary of Jesus’ sermon in the synagogue at Nazareth provides a glimpse into the gospel according to Jesus.
· Jesus proclaimed His identity as the Messiah sent from God. The Messiah is the Anointed One promised throughout the Old Testament, the one who would combine in Himself the three anointed offices of prophet, priest, and king, the one who would be anointed, not with oil, but with the Holy Spirit.
· Jesus proclaimed the hopeless condition of man apart from God. Mankind is by nature poor, captive, blind, and oppressed.
· Jesus proclaimed the age of redemption promised by God. This is the Year of Jubilee, in which all debts are forgiven and all the captives set free.

III. The Response to Christ (4:22–30)
Verses 22–30 reveal two very different responses to Christ—rejection by the Jews of Nazareth, reception by those with faith like the widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian.
· Why did the Jews of Nazareth reject Jesus?
· They were offended by His familiarity.
· They were offended by His priority.
· They were offended by His liberty and liberality.
· The widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian believed the promise of God and acted upon it. And so must everyone who would receive Christ’s salvation.

