Light for Those Who Sit in Darkness
(Luke 1:57–80)

Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Zechariah celebrates John’s birth and predicts his future ministry, but ultimately looks beyond the messenger to the Messiah whose way he was sent to prepare.

I. The Birth of John (1:56–66)
· John was born in a time of great messianic expectation. Thus, the people’s joy is not only over the end of Elizabeth’s reproach, but the end of Israel’s reproach.
· By insisting on naming the child John, in obedience to God’s command (1:13), Elizabeth and Zechariah profess their faith in God’s promise.
· Zechariah’s discipline was an act of God’s mercy and love, producing in him the fruit of faith.

II. The Benedictus of Zechariah (1:67–80)
In Zechariah’s benediction, he praises God for the advent of the Messiah, the “horn of salvation”; then, he prophesies concerning the ministry of his son, who is the herald of salvation.

A. The Horn of Salvation (1:68–75)
Zechariah first praises God because in the coming Messiah, God has visited His people with redemption. This redemption is:
· Through Christ (68–70)—the Mighty Savior and Messianic King.
· From our enemies (71)—both spiritual (now) and physical (not yet).
· In fulfillment of God’s covenant (72–73)—people, place, pardon, presence.
· To the end that we might live in everlasting righteousness (74–75)—free from the fear of condemnation (now) and the fear of persecution (then).

B. The Herald of Salvation (1:76–79)
John will be a prophet of the Most High, declaring the coming salvation, which is rooted in God’s tender mercy and is given through the coming Messiah.
