My Soul Magnifies the Lord
(Luke 1:39–56)

When John, Elizabeth, and Mary encountered the presence of Christ, they were overwhelmed by joy. Indeed, joy is the experience of all who encounter God’s saving mercy through Christ, for joy is of the essence of saving faith.

I. The Context of the Magnificat (1:39–45)
Mary’s visit to Elizabeth reveals three important truths about saving faith:
· Recognizing Christ as the treasure of your soul begins with a revelatory work of the Holy Spirit.
· Recognizing Christ as the treasure of your soul inevitably produces abounding joy.
· Recognizing Christ as the treasure of your soul inevitably results in worship.

II. The Content of the Magnificat (1:46–56)
In her song of praise, Mary expresses her great joy in God (vv. 46–47), then lists four reasons for her joy:
· Mary rejoices because of God’s compassion toward her personally (vv. 48–49).
· Mary rejoices because God’s mercy is upon all that fear Him (v. 50).
· Mary rejoices because God’s upheaval of the present fallen order (vv. 51–53).
· Mary rejoices because of God’s faithfulness to His covenant with Abraham (vv. 54–55). This covenant, now being fulfilled in Christ, promised:
· People—fulfilled in the church of Christ (Gn 15:15; Gal 3:7, 29)
· Place–fulfilled in the kingdom of Christ (Gn 13:14–15; 17:8; Heb 11:15–16)
· Pardon—fulfilled in justification through Christ (Gn 15:6; Rom 4:22–25)
· Presence—fulfilled in the Spirit of Christ now, then in the new heaven and new earth (Gn 15:7–8; Mt 18:20; Rv 21:3)
