How (Not) to Finish Well
(Isaiah 38–39)

Hezekiah provides a cautionary tale about the dangers and pitfalls that prevent genuine saints from finishing well.

It Is Not Death to Die (Isaiah 38)
In Isaiah 38, Hezekiah stares death and the face and blinks.
· Hezekiah’s plea (vv. 1–3). There are two problems with Hezekiah’s plea:
· Hezekiah grieves without the hope of resurrection. He does not view death as gain.
· He pleads for mercy from God on the basis of his own righteousness, and accuses God of injustice.
· The LORD’s provision (vv. 4–8). The LORD did not change His mind, but He did respond to Hezekiah’s plea with mercy. This highlights the mystery between divine sovereignty and human responsibility, which are not contradictory but compatible.
· Hezekiah’s psalm (vv. 9–20). Through this psalm, Hezekiah moves through six stages as Hezekiah processes the news of his terminal illness and the healing that God gave:
· Grief
· Anger
· Despair
· Desperation
· Reflection
· Worship

It Is Not Life to Gain (Isaiah 39)
In Isaiah 39, Hezekiah exhibits two sins that prevent sincere saints from finishing well:
· He exhibits pride that turns God’s gifts into man’s achievements (vv. 1–4).
· He exhibits pride that cares nothing for the future, but is content to gain in the present (vv. 5–8).
