For I Will Defend this City to Save It
(Isaiah 36–37)

Isaiah 36–37 records God’s deliverance of Jerusalem from Sennacherib and the Assyrian army, providing a paradigm for how the unchanging God saves His people in every age.

I. The Background of Israel’s Crisis (36:1–3)
· Theologically, these events occurred because Israel had broken covenant with God.
· Historically/politically, these events occurred because Hezekiah rebelled against Assyria, and his attempts to purchase help from Egypt and to bribe Assyria had failed.

II. The Blasphemy of Israel’s God (36:4–22)—Part I
The Rabshakeh utters four blasphemies:
· Trusting the LORD amounts to “mere words.”
· The God of Israel is like the gods of the nations.
· The king of Assyria can provide better than the God of Israel.
· God is unable to deliver Israel from the king of Assyria.

III. The Repentance of Israel’s Rule (37:1–4)
Upon hearing the Rabshakeh’s words, Hezekiah repents.
· He goes to the house of God.
· He turns to the prophet of God.
· He appeals to the glory of God.

IV. The Counsel of Israel’s Prophet (37:5–7)
Isaiah tells Hezekiah not to fear, for God will kill the king of Assyria.

V. The Blasphemy of Israel’s God (37:8–13)—Part II
Upon hearing of Hezekiah’s faith, Sennacherib repeats his blasphemies.

VI. The Prayer of Israel’s King (37:14–20)
Hezekiah prays in confidence to his God, answering Sennacherib’s blasphemies:
· The God in whom he trusts is the LORD of hosts.
· God is not like the gods of the nations; He is God over all the kingdoms of the earth.
· The LORD is in covenant with Israel, and dwells in His temple.

VII. The Fall of Israel’s Enemies (37:21–38)
God declares Sennacherib’s fall and Assyria’s destruction (vv. 21–35), then delivers upon His promise (vv. 36–38).

VIII. The Lessons from Israel’s Salvation
· A lesson in false refuges
· A lesson in true repentance
