Behold, Your God Will Come
(Isaiah 34–35)

Isaiah 34–35 look ahead to the coming of God: Isaiah 34 to His coming in judgment upon the nations, and Isaiah 35 to His coming in salvation for His elect.

God Will Come to Judge the Nations
Isaiah 34 is a warning of the coming judgment, a warning which is itself an act of mercy. This chapter reveals five truths regarding the coming judgment:
· The objects of God’s wrath are rebellious men and angels (vv. 2-4).
· The instrument of God’s wrath is His sword—a symbol for His word of judgment (vv. 5–7).
· The devastation of God’s wrath is total, leaving sinners to an existence devoid of all that is good, true, and beautiful (vv. 8–15).
· The certainty of God’s wrath rests upon the faithfulness of God to His word and the power of the Spirit to bring that word to pass (vv. 16–17).
· The cause of God’s wrath is the rejection and rebellion of His creatures (v. 8).

God Will Come to Save His Elect
Isaiah 35 is a promise of the coming salvation, a promise that finds its fulfillment in the two advents of Christ.
· The redemption of the elect (vv. 3–4)— The only way for God to come with vengeance and with salvation for sinners is if He puts forth a substitute to bear His wrath, upon whom He will exact His vengeance, in order that He may turn and show mercy to us. We must flee from the wrath of God to the Son of God.
· The renewal of creation (vv. 1–2, 5–7)—the redeemed will inherit a renewed creation and a resurrected body.
· The return of the ransomed (vv. 8–10)—Isaiah pictures a pilgrimage to Zion:
· The pilgrimage commences with justification.
· The pilgrimage continues in sanctification.
· The pilgrimage consists in preservation.
· The pilgrimage culminates in glorification.
