Good News of Great Joy
(Luke 2:1–21)

The birth of Christ is good news of great joy— the joy of sin forgiven, the joy of punishment averted, the joy of new life bestowed. If you would know this great joy, you must receive this good news.

I. The Good News Is Historical (2:1–7)
The gospel is good news because it actually happened in time and in history. Luke provides three time-stamps that help to locate these events in their historical context. These events occurred:
· In the days of Herod, king of Judea (1:5). Herod reigned over Judea, under Roman supremacy, from 34 to 4 BC.
· When the decree went out from Caesar Augustus to register all the world (2:1).
· This was the registration before the one that took place when Quirinius was governor of Syria (2:2).
Jesus’ birth must have occurred sometime around 6/5 BC. The gospel is history, not myth.

II. The Good News Is Universal (2:8–12)
The gospel is good news because it is for all the people. This truth is demonstrated by the fact that the birth of Christ is announced first to shepherds, a despised segment of first-century Jewish society. The grace of God is not for the deserving, but for the undeserving; for Christ came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance (Lk 5:32).

III. The Good News Is Christological (2:11)
The gospel is good news because it is about the Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
· Who is this child? He is Christ the Lord. “Christ” = the Messiah, the promised Prophet, Priest, and King of Israel. “The Lord” = God incarnate.
· What will this child accomplish? He is the Savior, who saves His people from the penalty, power, and presence of sin.

IV. The Good News Is Doxological (2:13–20)
The gospel is good news because whenever it is revealed, it results in joyful worship. First, the angels erupt in praise; then, the shepherds overflow with great joy, exuberant worship, and cheerful evangelism.

V. The Good News Is Personal (2:19)
The good news must be personally received. Mary provides a picture of saving faith, which treasures and ponders the good news of Jesus Christ.
