Flee from the Wrath to Come
(Luke 3:1–20)

We stand in fundamentally the same position as John’s original audience—we await the imminent (second) advent of Christ, and therefore, we must be prepared. John’s preaching will instruct us how to prepare.

I. The Messenger of Preparation (3:1–2)
Luke carefully dates the beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist, which again emphasizes the historical nature of the gospel. That the “word of God came to John” is significant because there had not been a prophet in Israel in five centuries. That the word of God came to John “in the wilderness” is significant because it identifies John with the OT prophets, and identifies Jerusalem with Egypt.

II. The Ministry of Preparation (3:3–6)
John’s ministry was foretold by the prophets Isaiah (3:4–6) and Malachi (1:16–17), and was comprised of two essential elements: preaching and baptism.
· The origin of baptism—Gentile proselyte baptism.
· The mode of baptism—immersion in water.
· The candidates of baptism—those making a credible profession of repentance and faith.
· The meaning of baptism—baptism is a sign of our repentance and of God’s forgiveness.

III. The Means of Preparation (3:7–18)
John’s ministry reveals five essential steps of preparation.
1. Reckon with the coming wrath (v. 7). God’s wrath is: (a) fierce; (b) righteous; (c) infinite; (4) satisfied only by the blood of Christ.
2. Reject false hopes of salvation (v. 8). Only faith in the mercy of God through the Messiah of God saves.
3. Repent and reform (vv. 8–14). The sincerity of repentance is borne out by the fruit of repentance.
4. Seek refuge in the returning Messiah (vv. 15–17). The only refuge from the wrath of God is in the Christ of God, who alone can baptize in the Spirit of God.
5. Receive baptism (v. 18). Though the substance has come, the sign is still significant.

IV. The Menace of Preparation (vv. 19–20)
If you live a life that is prepared to meet Christ, you will be opposed by the world that hates Christ (Jn 15:18–20; 2 Tm 3:12).
