Wisdom, Stature, and Favor with God and Man
(Luke 2:39-52)

The visit of the twelve-year-old Jesus to the temple reveals much about His true humanity and true deity. Both natures are essential to our redemption.

“Out of Egypt I Called My Son”
Luke chose not to record several events recorded by Matthew, including the visit of the magi, the slaughter of the infants of Bethlehem, and the flight of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus to Egypt. This is due to the fact that Matthew and Luke wrote for two different purposes and two different audiences.
· Matthew wrote primarily to the Jews, in order to show that Jesus is the true and better Israel.
· Luke wrote for the church, to show that Jesus is the Redeemer of all His people, both Jew and Gentile.

The Son of Mary
The account of Jesus’ visit to the temple at twelve years old is the only information we have concerning His childhood, and Luke tells it in such a way as to safeguard Jesus’ full humanity.
· Joseph and Mary are utterly amazed to find Jesus speaking with the rabbis in the temple (v. 48).
· Jesus’ submission to His parents is a human obligation, not a divine one (v. 51).
· Jesus increased in wisdom (vv. 40, 52)—He grew intellectually.
· Jesus increased in stature (vv. 40, 52)—He grew physically.
· Jesus increased in favor with God and man (v. 52)—He grew spiritually and socially.

The Son of God
Yet this event also provides an early glimpse of Jesus’ deity.
· His supernatural understanding of the Scriptures (vv. 46–47).
· His claim that God is His own Father (v. 49).

The Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus is the truly human Son of Mary and the truly divine Son of God, these two natures joined in hypostatic union in the one Lord Jesus Christ. Only a truly human Jesus could be our substitute and sympathize with our weakness; only a truly divine Jesus could satisfy the wrath of God and triumph over death. And only true faith receives the redemption He accomplished.
