For My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation
(Luke 2:21–40)

The circumcision and presentation of Jesus began to establish His righteousness, which is essential to our redemption.

I. The Righteousness of Christ
In order to secure our redemption, Jesus had to “fulfill all righteousness” (Mt 3:15; Rom 5:18–19). Jesus began to establish His righteousness:
· With His circumcision on the eighth day (v. 21) in accordance with the word of God spoken to Abraham (Gn 17:9–14) and Moses (Lv 12:3). At his circumcision, Jesus was named in accordance with the word of God spoken to Joseph (Mt 1:21) and Mary (Lk 1:31).
· With His presentation before the LORD (vv. 22–24) in accordance with the word of God spoken to Moses (Lv 12:1–8; Ex 13:1–2, 13; 34:19–20; Nm 18:15–16).
Redemption required both the blood and the righteousness of Christ, both His active and His passive obedience. Had Christ not fulfilled all righteousness, we would have no inheritance. For everlasting life and fellowship with God is the reward of righteousness.

II. The Redemption of Christ
While in the temple, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus encounter two individuals—Simeon (vv. 25–35) and Anna (vv. 36–38)—whose responses to seeing Jesus reveal seven aspects of the redemption He would accomplish.
· Jesus is the consolation of Israel (v. 25).
· Jesus is the salvation of God (vv. 26–30).
· Jesus is the light of revelation to the Gentiles (vv. 31–32a).
· Jesus is the glory of the Jews (v. 32b).
· Jesus is the sword of the Lord (vv. 34–35).
· Jesus is the atonement for sin (v. 35).
· Jesus is the redemption of Jerusalem (v. 38).

III. The Reception of Christ
Simeon and Anna became partakers of the redemption wrought in Christ by waiting for Him eagerly and receiving Him gladly, and this by the regenerating, revealing power of the Holy Spirit. We partake of redemption the very same way.
