
March 30, 2020 

 

 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 

year there and trade and make a profit” – yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What 

is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you 

ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” (James 4:13-15) 

 

 

First Baptist Nixa Family, 

 

One thing the Lord is teaching us during this unprecedented season is that we are not in control 

of our own future. We can make plans, but those plans are under the sovereign hand of God. 

Whether we contract the COVID-19 virus or not, whether we retain our jobs or not, whether the 

economy bounces back or not, all things are ultimately determined by the good, wise, and holy 

providence of Him who works all things after the counsel of His will (Eph 1:11). For the 

believer, this is no cause for fear; rather, it is a great comfort. For God has also promised to work 

all things for our good and His glory (Rom 8:28). Let us be clear… this global pandemic is 

ordained by God for our good. 

 

And it is ordained by God for the good of our church. We believe He is sanctifying us, resetting 

our priorities, showing us how to be more intentional and effective in our mission to connect 

people to God, to each other, and to the world for the glory of Jesus Christ. We will emerge from 

this time of quarantine stronger and healthier than we were before. 

 

How long the quarantine will last? We do not know. Here is what we do know: we know that the 

City of Nixa has issued a stay-at-home order through April 24th; we know local school districts 

are closed to on-campus activities until April 27th; we know that the President extended the 

federal restriction guidelines through April 30th. Beyond that, only God knows what will 

transpire. All we can do is heed the advice of James, to submit our plans and our future to the 

good, wise, and holy providence of God. 

 

With that in mind, First Baptist Nixa will be closed to all on-campus activities through April 

24th. We simply cannot make plans beyond that date. If the Lord wills, we will gather together 

for worship on April 26th. However, we will continue to follow the advice and counsel of 

medical experts, state and local officials, and the federal government. 

 

We are committed to providing our church family and our friends with high-quality online 

content throughout the present crisis, including weekly worship services, kids ministry videos 

and articles, daily devotional videos, and more. In addition, you will be hearing from elders, 

deacons, connect leaders, and other members. And if there is any way we can minister to you 

personally, please do not hesitate to call any elder, at any time, for anything. 

 

In Faith and Hope, 

 

The Elders of First Baptist Nixa 


