
March 15, 2020 

 

 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 

generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. (James 1:2-5) 

 

 

First Baptist Nixa Family, 

 

Our church, our nation, our world is certainly enduring a trial. And it will test our faith and our 

patient endurance. In the last twenty-four hours alone, 368 people have died in Italy. The 

situation is serious, and it is to be taken seriously. As we wrote in our last letter, we must not 

fear, for our sovereign God orders the movement of molecules and numbers the hairs of our 

head. But neither must we be foolish. It is the time for faithful, confident, responsible actions. 

 

Our elders met this afternoon to pray and discuss what actions our church should take in the 

coming weeks. It is not an easy decision, the factors involved are complex, and news changes 

hourly. As we write this, St. Charles County (outside St. Louis) mandated the closing of all 

schools, churches, and events over fifty people in attendance for the next eight weeks. There is 

no reason to think that similar measures will not be taken across the state in the coming days. 

 

For this reason, we have decided to cancel all public ministries through the end of March. 

This includes all on-campus Bible studies, Connect groups, worship services, discipleship 

classes, student events, and AWANA clubs. In addition, the March 18th members meeting 

and March 22nd Connect to Membership class are postponed. 

 

For the next two Sundays, March 22nd and 29th, our elders will put together a video worship 

service that will be available on our website each Saturday, along with a family/home worship 

guide. In other words, church is not cancelled; it is merely going online and in-home. Ministry 

will go on, and you can be involved. We encourage you to gather together in small groups in 

your homes. Worship together, sing together, watch the sermon together, pray together, share a 

meal together. We will be sending out suggestions for in-home ministry this week. 

 

The elders will meet again on March 29th to reassess the situation, and make decisions regarding 

April ministries at that time. 

 

This was a difficult decision to reach, but it was one that we reached prayerfully and 

unanimously. It is the decision we think is right, responsible, and loving toward our church and 

our neighbors. We implore you during this time to remain active in ministry, active in prayer, 

active in giving, active in love. Above all, do not fear; rather, be faithful in all things. 

 

In Faith and Hope, 

 

The Elders of First Baptist Nixa 


