
March 13, 2020 

 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 

your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of 

more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-31) 

 

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) 

 

 

First Baptist Nixa Family, 

 

The same God who spoke creation into existence and sustains all things through the word of His 

power, who works all things according to the counsel of His will has predestined recent events 

(all events!) from the foundation of the world for our good and His glory. The COVID-19 

pandemic has not taken Him by surprise; rather, it has been ordained by His good, wise, and 

sovereign providence. Therefore, those who know Him through faith in His Son are in the unique 

position to stare down this virus with a steadfast faith and an unshakable hope. We will not fear. 

 

But neither will we be foolish. We will walk in the wisdom of the Lord, and in love for our 

neighbor. This means we will not unnecessarily put our neighbor at risk, nor unwisely ignore the 

wise council of federal, state, or local officials. Wisdom is not found on social media; wisdom is 

found in the Word of God, which tells us that the governing authorities are God’s servants for 

our good (Rom 13:4). 

 

Our elders have been closely monitoring recent events, and we have been in close contact with 

one another these past few days. But decisions are made difficult by the almost hourly change in 

information and circumstances. At this time, we have decided to take the following actions: 

 

▪ The women’s ministry event for Saturday, March 14 will proceed as scheduled. 

Extra precautions will be taken to disinfect surfaces, hand sanitizer will be available 

at the door, and gloves will be worn for all food service. 

 

▪ Connect groups and the worship service on Sunday, March 15 will proceed as 

scheduled. Extra precautions will be taken to disinfect surfaces, and hand sanitizer 

stations will be placed in the foyer. Instead of passing offering plates, the deacons 

will receive the offering after the service at the exits. 

 

▪ We encourage everyone to use their own discretion as pertains to the safety of 

their own families. 

 

▪ If you are sick, we request that you stay at home, and participate online. The 

sermon will soon be available on our website. 

 



▪ Our elders will meet Sunday afternoon to determine all further actions for the 

remainder of the month, and will release a statement Sunday evening. 

 

We encourage you, First Baptist Nixa family, to resist both fear and foolishness, and to walk 

through this moment of international crisis and panic with a steadfast faith in our sovereign God 

and an unshakable hope in Christ. This is your moment to shine with the glory of Christ. 

 

“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

respect.” (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

 

In Faith and Hope, 

 

The Elders of First Baptist Nixa 


