Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: In Returning and Rest You Shall Be Saved
Text: Isaiah 30
CONNECT: September 28, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Matt & Emily Tyler, our mission partners in Bangkok, Thailand. Pray for the Tylers, for Bangkok City Baptist Church, and for those needs in your Connect group.
· What are some different forms that self-salvation has taken throughout history? What forms do we see today?
· How does Romans 9:30–33 help us understand Isaiah 28–39?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
Isaiah 30 is an oracle against self-salvation, and an invitation to trust in the salvation of God provided through Jesus Christ.
I. A False Hope (30:1–7). What false hope did the people of Judah trust for salvation from the Assyrians? What promise of God did they refuse (cf. Lv 26:3–13). What false hopes are people looking to today?
II. A Flawed Gospel (30:8–17). What kind of words did the people of Judah want? What “smooth” words are people looking for today? Where does trusting in smooth words lead? How is v. 15 an effective description of saving faith? How can you tell if you have returned and are resting in Christ?
III. A Full Salvation (30:18–26). Those who return and rest in Christ receive a full salvation: 
a. Those who rest in Christ receive the forgiveness of sins (v. 18). How can the God of justice show mercy to sinners?
b. Those who rest in Christ enjoy an attentive Father (v. 19). How do we experience the attentive care of God even in this age?
c. Those who rest in Christ enjoy inspired revelation (v. 20). Why is it essential to have a Teacher in the midst of adversity and affliction?
d. Those who rest in Christ enjoy the indwelling Spirit (v. 21). How does the Spirit preserve us in the way of salvation?
e. Those who rest in Christ enjoy freedom from idolatrous bondage (v. 22). As you look back over your life since conversion, which idols have you shattered? Which idols remain?
f. Those who rest in Christ enjoy fruitful labors (vv. 23–24). What kind of fruit?
g. Those who rest in Christ enjoy unending blessing (vv. 25–26). Meditate this week upon the truth that the LORD will bind up your brokenness and heal your wounds. How should you respond?
IV. A Fierce Judgment (30:27–33). What will become of those who refuse to return and rest in Christ?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Search your heart for any false hope to which you are still clinging for justification. Is your hope truly built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness?
· Do not look for “smooth” words. Feed upon the word of God this week. For it is only in the Word that you find Christ, and it is only in Christ that you find rest.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 30; Romans 9:30–33
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