Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  The Sign of Jonah and the Spirit of Light
Text:  Luke 11:29–36
CONNECT:  September 27, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video about Operation Christian Child, and pray for this year’s ministry. Then pray for those needs that exist in your own Connect group.
· How does someone decisively renounce Satan and swear allegiance to Christ? Be specific. How does someone continue to demonstrate his/her allegiance to Christ on a daily basis? How did you demonstrate your allegiance to Christ this week?

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 11:29–36
I. The Demand for a Sign (11:14–16, 29, 31–32)
· Why is the crowd’s demand for a sign an absurd request?
· How is it evident that this request arises from an evil heart?
· Is it still evil to request a sign from Jesus that you might believe in Him? Why or why not
· What evidence has God given to mankind that makes unbelief inexcusable? See Ps 19:1–4; Rom 1:18–20; 2:14–15.
II. The Resurrection of the Son of Man (11:29–30)
· How did Jonah function as a sign to the Ninevites of his day? How did Jesus function as a sign to the Israelites of His day?
· Does the sign of Jonah still function today? In other words, is the resurrection of Jesus Christ an historically verifiable event?
· Pastor Tim warned against two errors: (1) we must not demand a standard of proof that is impossible for a first-century event to provide; (2) we must set aside our presuppositions about what is natural and possible and examine the evidence without bias. In the absence of archaeological evidence, what is the only kind of evidence available for ancient events? Why must naturalistic biases be set aside in the question of Jesus’ resurrection?
· What are the two indisputable historical facts surrounding the claim of Jesus’ resurrection?
· What are the only two possible explanations for the empty tomb? Which explanation is most reasonable, and why?
III. The Darkness of Sin (11:33–36)
· What does the lamp in this parable represent? Why can people not see its light?
· What does it mean to have an “evil” eye and a body “full of darkness?” Do you remember what this was like? Share a few testimonies.
IV. The Regeneration of the Spirit (11:36)
· What does it mean to have a “healthy” eye and a body “full of light?” How does this happen? When did this happen for you? Share a few testimonies.

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Are you demanding a sign from God as a condition of faith? Repent of your unbelief, look to the sign of Jonah, and believe.
· Could you defend the historicity of the resurrection of Christ (1 Pt 3:15)? Study the defense given in this sermon in order to be prepared.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 11:29–36; Psalm 19:1–4; Romans 1:18–20; 2:14–15; 1 Peter 3:15
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