Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  The Strong Man and the Stronger Man
Text:  Luke 11:14–28
CONNECT:  September 20, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadiches and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Which of these three—distraction, lack of discipline, or lack of desire—is currently your biggest hindrance to prayer? Cf. Luke 11:1–13.

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 11:14–28
I. The Precursor to the Conflict: A Biblical Theology of Satan
· What do Isaiah 14:12–15 and Ezekiel 28:12–17 reveal about Satan’s origin and fall?
· How does the Bible describe Satan’s current role in the world? (Jn 12:31; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2; Heb 2:14–15)
· How did Satan gain dominion over mankind? (Gn 3:1–15)
· What promise did God make to humanity after the fall? (Gn 3:15; 1 Jn 3:8)
· When and how was Satan defeated, and when and how will he be destroyed?
II. The Point of Contention
· What was not in question in vv. 14–16, and why is this noteworthy?
· By accusing Jesus of casting out demons by Beelzebul, what claim were His enemies making?
III. The Power of Conquest 
· Why was this claim irrational? inconsistent? unbiblical?
· How does Lk 11:21–22 illustrate the conflict between Satan and Christ? Identify the various elements of this brief parable.
· What does it mean that Christ “binds the strong man” (Mt 12:29) or “takes away his armor” (Lk 11:22)? How does this relate to Revelation 20:1–3.
· How does Christ’s incarnation, ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and ongoing mission achieve victory over Satan?
IV. The Present Choice
· What does Jesus mean when He says, “Whoever is not with me is against me”? (Lk 11:23)
· How does Luke 11:27–28 clarify what it means to be “with Jesus?”
· What are the three fundamental components of hearing and keeping the word of God?
V. The Proof of Conversion
· How does Jesus warn against superficial conversion in Luke 11:24–26? Have you witnessed what Jesus describes in these verses in the life of a professing Christian?
· What is the evidence of genuine conversion and allegiance to Christ? What is the difference between moral reformation and spiritual regeneration?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· What does it mean to renounce Satan’s kingdom and swear allegiance to Christ? What are the personal and public components of this? Have you done so?
· What is one way you will demonstrate your allegiance to Christ this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 11:14–28; Isaiah 14:12–15; Ezekiel 28:12–17; Revelation 19:11–16
Page | 1
