Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  Marvel at the Majesty of God
Text:  Luke 9:37–45
CONNECT:  August 9, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update for Jared and Zoë Mays, our RTIM mission partners in Louisville, KY. Pray for the Mays and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· What are some ways we can marvel at the majesty of God? How can we marvel at the majesty of God in Christ when we cannot see Him in the flesh? Why do many not marvel at Jesus (cf. 2 Cor 4:3–6)?
Connect to the WORD: READ Luke 9:37–45 
Pastor Tim shared four ways that saving faith marvels at the majesty of God. 
I. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Promise. Jesus’ frustration was addressed—for various reasons and to varying degrees—toward the crowd, the boy’s father, and the disciples… but mostly the disciples.
· What promise did the disciples fail to believe? See Lk 9:1.
· How did they presume upon His pledge? See Mk 9:29.
· How does fear, worry, or anxiety reveal a lack of faith in Christ’s promises? See Mt 6:25–33; Rom 8:28. What does Jesus’ rebuke reveal about the seriousness of unbelief?
· Discuss these statements, “Where there is the smoke of sin, there is always the fire of unbelief,” and “Where there is powerlessness, there is prayerlessness.” Where do you find unbelief and prayerlessness in your life?
II. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Power.
· How does Jesus’ authority over demons differ from other exorcisms described in Jewish tradition? What type of power did He invoke?
· Why were those who heard and saw Jesus astonished at His preaching and power?
III. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Passion.
· Explain the meaning of vv. 43–44. See also Mt 11:20–24.
· Why is it not sufficient to be astonished at Jesus’ preaching and power and not comprehend His passion? Why must we also marvel at Christ’s suffering? 
· Why did the Father deliver the Son over into the hands of men? Why is this marvelous?
IV. Saving Faith Marvels at the Majesty of God Revealed in Christ’s Providence.
· Why did the disciples not understand Jesus’ prediction of His suffering? See v. 45.
· How should we respond to the truth that God conceals and reveals the gospel in accordance with His sovereign purpose? See Mt 11:25–27. Do you respond as Jesus responded?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Where in your life do you struggle to believe Christ’s promises? Are there areas where you have become prayerless and presumptuous in your faith? What steps can you take to restore your faith in and dependence upon God?
· How can you cultivate a heart that truly marvels at Christ—not just at His power, but at His suffering and sacrifice for you?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 9:37–45; Mark 9:14–29 
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