Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Good Samaritan
Text:  Luke 10:25–37
CONNECT:  August 30, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Steven & Kelli Shaddox, our mission partners in Prague. Pray for the Shaddoxes and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Did you have an opportunity to build a bridge to a gospel conversation this week? If so, share a testimony of this gospel opportunity, and continue to pray for the conviction and conversion of sinners, for opportunities and the courage to seize them, and for wisdom to know what to say.

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 10:25–37
I. The Setting of the Parable (vv. 25–29)
· Who asked the questions that prompted the parable? Why is this significant?
· Why did Jesus respond to the lawyer by pointing him back to the law (v. 26) rather than directly presenting the gospel to him? Cf. Rom 3:19–20.
· Is it true that if the lawyer could keep the law by loving God supremely and loving his neighbor selflessly that he would inherit eternal life? Cf. Lv 18:4–5; Ezk 20:10–11; Rom 10:5. What is the unspoken truth behind Jesus’ response? Cf. Gal 3:10; Rom 3:23.
· What was the lawyer trying to accomplish by posing the question, “Who is my neighbor?” (vv. 25, 29). 
II. The Story within the Parable (vv. 30–35)
· Why did Jesus choose a priest and a Levite as the villains in His parable? From where were they coming, and what had they been doing? Why did they not stop to help the wounded man? What truth was Jesus communicating? Whom do the priest and the Levite represent?
· Why did Jesus choose a Samaritan as the hero of His parable? What truth was Jesus not communicating? What truth was He communicating? Whom does the Samaritan represent?
· The parable also shows us the definition of love for our neighbor: (1) it moves toward need, rather than avoiding need; (2) it addresses the need in real and practical ways, as opposed to simply well-wishing; (3) it stays engaged until the need is met. Where have you seen love like this within the church?
III. The Sum of the Parable (vv. 36–37)
Pastor Tim stated, “The Parable of the Good Samaritan has two main points, corresponding to the two questions posed by the lawyer.”
1. No sinner can be justified by works of the law, but only through faith in the blood and righteousness of Christ. Why is justification through works of the law impossible for a sinner to attain? How can a sinner be justified before God? Rom 3:19–26; Gal 2:16; Phil 3:8–9.
2. The law is fulfilled in those born of the Spirit in a life of costly love. How should we understand the command to “go and do likewise” in light of the gospel? Cf. Rom 8:3–4; Gal 5:13–14, 22–23; Eph 2:8–10.

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· What must you do to inherit eternal life? Are you justified before God? Do not rest until you know yourself justified by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.
· Who is your neighbor? Whom do you find it difficult to include in your neighborhood? Which neighbor will you demonstrate costly love to this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 10:25-37
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