Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: To the Elect Lady and Her Children
Text:	2 John 
CONNECT: August 24, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadiches and their ministry, as well as for those needs in your Connect group.
· What was the main theme of 1 John? How does this relate to 2 John?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read 2 John 
Because of the glory that the church possesses, its members must walk in the truth; because of the danger the church faces, its members must be wary of falsehood.
I. The Church Is the Bride of Christ (1a)
Who is “the elect lady?” Who are “her children?” Give examples of other OT and NT passages that speak of God’s covenant people in these terms. This language is meant to remind the church of three truths:
· They have been chosen—freely and unconditionally by God for marriage to His Son. How is the doctrine of election “fuel” for our love for Jesus?
· They are covenanted to Christ—betrothed to Christ through the payment of a bride price, which was His atoning death on the cross. Explain why a bride price was necessary.
· The day of consummation is coming—Christ will return for His bride and take her into the wedding feast. When will this be, and what is He doing in the meantime? What is the church to be doing while we await the Bridegroom (Rv 19:8)?
II. The Church Is the Abode of Truth (1–3)
In what way does the truth abide in the church? What does it mean that “the truth of Christ must be the center of church communion, and the condition of church membership”? How do we seek to accomplish this here at First Baptist Nixa?
III. The Church Has True Children (4–6)
Some of her children were walking in the truth; others were not. What are the signs of the true children of God? Do you have these in your own life? How can you gain assurance?
IV. The Church Has Illegitimate Offspring (7–11)
How can illegitimate children have the church for a mother, but not have God as their Father? What is the end result of such illegitimate children in terms of the reward of the everlasting kingdom? What must we do to ensure that we are true children?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Walk in the truth this week—make the truth of Christ your hope and the church of Christ your home. Discuss practical ways in which you can do this.
· Watch yourself, that you do not depart from truth of Christ or the church of Christ. Be aware of the slow fade and resist it.

Meditate on these verses this week:
2 John
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