Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  The Lord of the Harvest
Text:  Luke 10:1–24
CONNECT:  August 23, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, think of one unconverted friend, family member, neighbor, or coworker. Invite three members of the class to pray for: (1) the Lord to bring conviction of sin upon this unconverted person; (2) the Lord to provide us with an opportunity in the coming week to speak of Christ to this person; (3) the Lord to grant us the boldness to seize this opportunity and the wisdom to know what to say.
· What area of confused Christianity did you seek to clarify in your own life this week? What steps did you take? Share some testimonies.

Connect to the WORD:  
I. Rules of the Harvest (10:1–12). Jesus’ instructions to the seventy-two disciples provide a general pattern for kingdom ministry and missions today. Discuss these seven “rules of the harvest”:
· We must regard the harvest as a cooperative endeavor (v. 1). Why were the disciples sent out two by two? What benefits and challenges come with team ministry?
· We must regard the harvest as an overwhelming endeavor (v. 2). What makes this endeavor so overwhelming? How ought we to respond to this?
· We must regard the harvest as a dangerous endeavor (v. 3). What are the risks of harvest ministry? Have you experienced any of these dangers? How do we overcome fear?
· We must regard the harvest as a dependent endeavor (v. 4). How are missions and evangelism works of faith from first to last?
· We must regard the harvest as an urgent endeavor (v. 4). What hangs in the balance in the task of missions and evangelism? What hinders our sense of urgency, and how can we overcome this?
· We must regard the harvest as a relational endeavor (vv. 5–9). Why is relational evangelism the most normal and effective way of harvesting? What steps can you take to be more effective in this?
· We must regard the harvest as a serious endeavor (vv. 10–12). What makes it so serious?
II. Rejection of the Harvest (10:13–16). Before sending out the seventy-two, Jesus elaborated upon the penalty for rejecting the gospel of the kingdom. Discuss these three truths:
· Why will it be more bearable for Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon on the day of judgment than for Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum? Into which group do we fit, and why?
· Are all sins equal? Why or why not? If not, what makes some sins greater and deserving of greater punishment?
III. Rejoicing in the Harvest (10:17–24). When the seventy-two returned with joy, what did Jesus say should be the true source of their rejoicing?
· What caused the disciples to rejoice? What did Jesus say ought to cause them to rejoice?
· What causes Jesus to rejoice? What does this mean for us?
· What privileges do we have as believers that even prophets and kings longed to see? How should this shape our gratitude and mission?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into His harvest field (including you).
· Do you rejoice in sovereign grace? What can you do to share in Jesus’ joy this week?
· What step can you take this week to build a relationship with someone who needs to hear the gospel?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 10:1–24; Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
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