Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Radiance of God’s Glory
Text:  Luke 9:28–36
CONNECT:  August 2, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update for Jared & Zoë Mays, our mission partners with RTIM. Pray for the Mays and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Last week you were challenged to look for specific opportunities to deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Jesus (v. 23), as well as for specific ways to confess Christ rather than be ashamed of Him, even though it may cost you (vv. 24–27). Share some testimonies from the past week.

Connect to the WORD: READ Luke 9:28–36 
I.  What Happened? (vv. 28–31)
· Why might it be significant that the Transfiguration occurred immediately after Jesus’ teaching on the cost of discipleship?
· What does Luke tell us Jesus was doing when the Transfiguration occurred? Why is it significant that Jesus’ appearance changed while He was praying?
· What do Moses and Elijah represent in the story of Scripture? Cf. Dt 18:15; Mal 4:5–6.
· What were Moses and Elijah discussing with Jesus, and why does Luke describe His death as an “exodus?” Cf. Ex 12:31–42. How does Jesus accomplish a greater deliverance than the first exodus from Egypt? Cf. Col 1:13–14.
II.  Why Did It Happen? (vv. 32–35)
· What does Peter’s desire to build three tents reveal about his understanding in that moment?
· What is the significance of the cloud overshadowing Jesus and the disciples? Cf. Ex 40:34–38.
· How does the Father identify Jesus? What does it mean to “listen to Him?”
III.  What Does It Mean for Us? (v. 36)
· What is the application of the truth that Jesus is the true tabernacle of God?
· How does the Transfiguration prepare the disciples for Jesus’ suffering and death? How does it prepare you for the same?
· What does this passage teach about the relationship between glory and suffering? Cf. Rom 8:17–18. How does this truth apply to your life?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Where do you need to listen to Jesus more carefully this week instead of relying on your own understanding?
· How can remembering Christ’s glory help you endure a difficult season, trial, or “valley” in your life?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 9:28–36; Exodus 12:31–42 
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