Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Christianity Confused
Text:  Luke 9:46–62
CONNECT:  August 16, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update for Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh, Scotland. Pray for Lisa and her ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· How did you seek to battle unbelief (and its fruits of fear and anxiety) this week? Were you prayerful or prayerless this week? Did you notice a corresponding presence or absence of spiritual power?

Connect to the WORD:  
We must allow Jesus to define discipleship; for left to our own wisdom, we will confuse Christianity to the detriment of ourselves, our church, and our witness in the world. In what ways is our culture today confused as to what being a Christian really means? Discuss the following distortions of discipleship, and how it differs from authentic Christianity.
I. Christianity Is Not a Meritocracy (9:46–48). Define meritocracy.
· Why is the language of “greater” or “greatest” foreign to the kingdom of God?
· What does Jesus’ illustration about the child reveal about value in the kingdom of God?
Discuss each application of these truths:
· There is no place for boasting in the church. In what things are we tempted to boast, or to evaluate who is greatest in the kingdom of God? How can we avoid this distortion?
· There is no place for favoritism in the church. See James 2:1–5. Who do churches tend to favor? How can we avoid this distortion?
· There is a place for children in the church. How might a church undervalue children? How might a church overvalue children?
II. Christianity Is Not a Monopoly (9:49–50). Define monopoly.
· Why did John try to stop the man from casting out demons in Jesus’ name in v. 49?
· What is the difference between Jesus’ statements in Luke 9:50 and Luke 11:23?
· How should we relate to Christians from other denominations or traditions who serve Christ faithfully? See Phil 1:15–18.
· What is the difference between guarding essential doctrine and treating faithful believers (with whom we may disagree) as rivals?
III. Christianity Is Not National (9:51–56)
· Where is the kingdom of God present? See Jn 18:36. How does the kingdom of God spread until Jesus returns?
· Why did the Samaritan village reject Jesus in vv. 52–53, and how did James and John want to respond? Why must the church not utilize the sword of the state to punish unbelief?
· How can confusing church and state harm the gospel and the church’s witness?
IV. Christianity Is Not a Hobby (9:57–62)  
· Explain how each interaction in these verses demonstrates that following Christ takes preeminence over our comfort, our culture, and our clan.

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Which of these four confusions of Christianity do you most tend towards? What specific step(s) will you take this week to clarify your discipleship in this area?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 9:46–62; Matthew 6:33
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