Title: The Grace and Cost of Discipleship
Text: Luke 9:18-27
Welcome:
Well, good morning church. I hope that you have enjoyed hearing from your elders this Summer as we continue our journey through the Gospel of Luke. I am pastor Gordon, and this morning I have the joy of walking us through Luke 9:18-27. 
Unlike last week as Jay taught on the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 (15,000), and many of our previous sermons of the miracles of Jesus, this morning’s text actually has no miracle within it. However, we will be hearing from the lips of Jesus about the greatest miracle of all time that will be revealed in upcoming chapters. 
As a matter of introduction let me first state again the reason Luke wrote this gospel account. According to Luke 1: 4, it was written that we might have certainty concerning the things you have been taught about Jesus Christ. 
We thus far have seen the birth of both John the Baptist and Jesus, the prophecies fulfilled in the incarnation as well as the ministry of John. We have heard from heaven at the pronouncement at Jesus’ baptism, “You are my beloved Son, with You I am well pleased.” We then saw how Jesus called His disciples and began his ministry of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Many miracles have been performed revealing who Jesus is or at least His power. 
My aim this morning is to convince you that “We not only need to know who Jesus is but why he came and then submit to Him through repentance and faith and by His grace and power we might lose our life so that we might find real and everlasting life in Him.”
Now, we begin to hear not only who He is, but why He has come. We have seen a glimpse of the power of Jesus, now this morning we will begin to see more clearly the purpose and plan of Jesus.
Let’s start by reading verse 18.
1. Jesus is the Christ of God (Luke 9:18–20)
18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”
Look at the life of Jesus. Luke records, as he often does, that Jesus was praying alone. What do you think he was praying about? Could it have been to ask the Father if it is time to ask the disciples the critical question? We are not given the prayer so we are left to only speculate. However, it could be that Jesus was preparing His inner circle for a cosmic shift in understanding. 
Luke has shown how Jesus would often pray before special moments. 
Luke 3:21 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened,

Luke 6:12-13
 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles:
Luke 22:41-42
 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”
What can we learn from the prayer-life of Jesus? To follow Jesus, we must follow Him in prayer.
Now let’s read verses 18-19. 
18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 
The Confusion of the Culture
After Jesus has prayed, he turned to his disciples and asked a survey question: “Who do the crowds say that I am?” Notice what the number one answer in all three of the synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke is John the Baptist followed by some say Elijah or one of the prophets.
	Notice what they don’t say. At least all of these recognize Jesus as different than the Scribes and Pharisees and more aligned with the prophets of God who spoke and served in power.
The culture respected Jesus. They admired His teaching and feared His power. They were willing to give Him any title except the one that required their submission.
Then, Jesus moved his question from survey to personal inquiry in verse 20.
20 Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”
Who do you say that I am?
Now this is the ultimate question of human existence. It stands as the pivotal turning point of the Gospel of Luke. Up to this point in Luke’s narrative, the crowds have been astonished by Christ’s miracles. Yet, they remain completely blind to His true identity. They were looking for a political conqueror to overthrow Rome, a moral reformer to fix society, or even a ghost from the prophetic past. They would have almost embraced anyone who would come in that way.
Jesus isolates His disciples to ask the question that pierces through centuries of human speculation. Who am I to you? How do you see me? Am I just another prophet, am I a resurrect John? Who do you say that I am?
Then comes the knife-edge query that strips away corporate anonymity:
"But who do you say that I am?" (Luke 9:20a)
Simon Peter answers with absolute truth: "The Christ of God." (Luke 9:20b)
You are probably most familiar with this same account recorded by Matthew. In Matthew 16:16, “Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Commentator Leon Morris reminds us “The knowledge of Christ is always a personal discovery, not the passing on of a report learnt from other people.”
A Glimpse of Sovereign Grace
How did Peter see what all the theologians of Jerusalem missed? The parallel passage in Matthew 16:17 gives us the explicit answer:
"Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven."
Peter’s confession is an example of sovereign illumination. Human intellect, willpower, or intuition cannot unblind a spiritually dead heart.
Left to ourselves, we will always misidentify Jesus. As 1 Corinthians 2:14 states, "The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him." We will remake Jesus into a grandfatherly figure who ignores sin, or a political tool for our earthly agendas.
Spiritual sight is a gift of God. Scripture tells us that "no one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except in the Holy Spirit" (1 Corinthians 12:3). If you confess today that Jesus is Lord, it is not because you were wiser than your neighbor. It is because the Father chose to shine His light into your dark heart (2 Corinthians 4:6).
________________________________________
2. The Grace and Power of the Cross (Luke 9:21–22)
Let’s read vs. 21-22
21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”
Why Give the Command of Silence - vs. 21
Immediately after this glorious confession, Jesus commands them to tell no one (Luke 9:21). Why this strict silence? Earlier he had told the former demoniac to stay and tell everyone what He had done for him. So, why say not to tell that Jesus is the Christ of God.
Because their understanding of "The Christ" was deeply infected by nationalistic, earthly glory. They expected a golden crown; Jesus was preparing for a cross. He immediately redefines Messiahship through the lens of suffering. And as we will see throughout the ministry of Jesus and his disciples a suffering Christ did not compute clearly in their minds.
Listen to how clear Jesus spoke about what must and will happen.
"The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised." (Luke 9:22)
Notice the word "must." This is the Greek word dei, signifying a divine, unalterable necessity.
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was not an historical accident. It was not a tragic backup plan because Israel rejected Him. It was the eternal decree of the Triune God, settled before the foundation of the world for our redemption.
Peter shows his struggle to comprehend this as Matthew records in Matthew 16:21-23
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
But Peter would later preach under the filling and power of the Spirit:
"This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men." (Acts 2:23)
Again commentator Leon Morris reminds us to notice, “The resurrection was as certain as the crucifixion.” 
Why must He suffer? Because God is perfectly holy, and His justice demands satisfaction (Romans 3:25–26). We owe a debt of sin we cannot pay. Jesus, the perfect God-Man, stepped into the courtroom of divine wrath to take our punishment. He was "pierced for our transgressions" and "crushed for our iniquities" (Isaiah 53:5).
His rejection by the earthly authorities was the plan of God. He was cast out so that we could be brought in (Galatians 3:13-14).
 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit[e] through faith.
 He died so that God's sovereign justice and mercy could meet at the cross.
Listen to how the Apostle Paul would answer who do you say that I am?
1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
________________________________________
3. The Call to Grace-Driven Discipleship (Luke 9:23–26)
Having established His own path to death, Jesus now turns to the crowd and delivers the shattering terms of discipleship:
"If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me." (Luke 9:23)
Did you catch the gracious invite? Jesus actually asks us to come after Him and follow Him and then gives the call of the cross. So why cross language? It is death to self and life in Him.
The Meaning of the Cross
We must rescue this verse from modern misunderstandings. Taking up your cross is not enduring a difficult boss, a bad back, or a stubborn relative.
In the Roman world, when a man picked up a crossbeam, he was walking to his execution. He was saying goodbye to his plans, his reputation, and his life.
Jesus outlines three absolute aspects of the Christian life:
1. Deny Yourself: This is a radical abdication of the throne of your life. It means denying your right to rule yourself, rejecting your own self-righteousness (Philippians 3:9), and ceasing to rely on your good works for salvation. 
2. Take Up Your Cross Daily: Discipleship is not a one-time emotional decision at an altar call. It is a daily crucifixion of the remaining corruption of the flesh. As Paul wrote, "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me" (Galatians 2:20). Each morning, we put our sins, our pride, and our worldly ambitions to death (Romans 8:13).
3. Follow Me: We follow Him into His humiliation, knowing it leads to His exaltation (Romans 8:17). First the cross then the crown. 
4. Warnings of the Grace and Cost of Following Jesus (Luke 9:24-26)
A triad of paradoxes? Lose life and save it, gain the world and lose, shame now shame later.
"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?" (Luke 9:24–25)
You can lose your life trying to save it. You will find eternal life by losing your life in Christ. 
What does this world have that will remain eternally? So, if we were to gain the WHOLE world what would it benefit us when we die? 
R.C. Ryle helps us understand more clearly what it means to lose our soul. He a said “to lose one’s soul is to lose God, lose Christ, heaven, and glory, and all happiness for all eternity.” What a loss that is to have gained NOTHING.
You can have all the wealth, comfort, and applause this passing world offers, but if you do not have Christ, you enter eternity completely bankrupt.
The Warning Against Being Ashamed of Christ and In Love with the World.
Jesus follows this with a sobering warning about the certain judgment to come:
"For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels." (Luke 9:26)
To be ashamed of Christ's words is to compromise His truth to fit a hostile culture. If we seek the approval of an apostate world, we forfeit the approval of the Sovereign King. 
Look at James 4:4
“You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
Again R.C. Ryle states it this way, “Being ashamed of Christ is proof of unbelief. Wanting the approval of men now will nullify approval by God later.”
Grace as the Engine of Obedience
This looks like an impossible standard, and indeed, apart from grace, it is. We do not deny ourselves to earn God’s love; we deny ourselves because His love has already conquered us.
The gospel frees us from the exhausting burden of living for ourselves. Because our eternity is secure in Christ (John 10:28), we can afford to lose our earthly lives for His sake.
________________________________________
Conclusion: The Promise of Glory (Luke 9:26-27)
Jesus ends this difficult discourse with a remarkable promise:
" For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God." (vs 26-27)
What is truly meant by this, scholars are not quite sure. Commentator Alfred Plummer gave no less than seven possible interpretations:
The transfiguration, the death resurrection and ascension, Pentecost, the birth of the church, spreading of the gospel, the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD., or the return of Christ.  
It seems to me that the transfiguration, which is the next event in Luke, only eight days from this statement doesn’t seem to fit. It can’t be the return of Christ at the end. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 although a major event also seems to lack the revealing of the Kingdom. That leaves the possibilities of the buried, resurrected and ascended Christ or Pentecost, or the growth of the church and spreading of the gospel. My preference of all these would be the death, burial and ascended Christ. 
Believer, the cross comes before the crown, but the crown is absolutely certain. Do not be ashamed of Christ or His words in this corrupt age.
The Son of Man is coming again in His glory, surrounded by the holy angels. On that day, the self-contained, self-absorbed lives of this world will be revealed as worthless ash.
But those who lost their lives for the sake of the Gospel will find them fully, preserved in eternal glory.
Let us pray that the Lord grants us the grace to live as dead men and women who are truly alive in Christ. Amen.
Personal Application and Practical Living
· Who do you say Jesus is? Can you say like Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” and like Paul, “I claim to know nothing except Christ and Him crucified”?
· Are you denying yourself, taking up your cross daily, and following Jesus in real authentic daily ways?
· Have you found true life in Christ and not in this world? Are you seeking to exalt His name or are you ashamed of Him?
· If you answer no to one or all of these ask yourself the question, why? Maybe you haven’t really seen the REAL JESUS, the Christ God sent to rescue and redeem us by His mercy and grace. 


