Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Gospel of the Kingdom
Text:  Luke 9:1–9
CONNECT:  July 12, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update on Javier & Malena Poll, our mission partners in Siboney, Cuba. Pray for the Estradas and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· After saving the Gerasene man from sin and from Satan, Jesus sent him back to his community to tell them what God had done for him. Did you seek to tell someone this week what God has done for you? Share testimonies and pray for individuals with whom you are attempting to share the gospel.

Connect to the WORD: READ Luke 9:1–9 
1. Proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom (Luke 9:1–2)
· What is the kingdom of God? Briefly trace the theme of the kingdom of God from Genesis to Revelation using the following seven stages: The kingdom of God established, forfeited, promised, prefigured, prophesied, inaugurated, and consummated.
· What does it mean to proclaim the kingdom of God?
· How does someone enter the kingdom of God?
2. Trust in the Provision of the Kingdom (Luke 9:3)
· Why did Jesus tell the apostles to take nothing for the journey?
· How does Matthew 6:31–33 relate to the command in Luke 9:3?
· What would trusting Christ’s provision look like in one specific area of your life this week?
3. Guard the Motive of the Kingdom (Luke 9:4)
· What temptation might the disciples have faced if they moved from house to house looking for better accommodations?
· How can ministry become motivated by comfort, money, recognition, or approval? What helps you serve out of a true love for people and love for the King?
4. Announce the Warning of the Kingdom (Luke 9:5)
· What massive implications does Jesus’ instructions in v. 5 have for our understanding of the holy people and the holy land?
· What does the warning in v. 5 teach us about the seriousness of rejecting the King?
5. Extend the Mercy of the Kingdom (Luke 9:6)
· How does preaching the gospel and healing the sick fit together in the apostles’ mission?
· What does this passage teach us about Christ’s concern for both body and soul?
· What are some practical ways we can extend mercy while keeping the gospel central?
6. Beware of the Enemies of the Kingdom (Luke 9:7–9)
· Why was Herod perplexed by what he heard about Jesus? What does Herod’s response reveal about the opposition and confusion that often surround the kingdom?
· Where do you feel pressure to fear people more than Christ? READ Mt 10:26–33, noting the identical context.

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Receive the King: Is there any area in which you are resisting Christ’s rule rather than receiving Him in repentance and faith? 
· Trust the King: What area of your life do you need to entrust to Christ instead being anxious? 
· Represent the King: Who is one person you can serve, encourage, or speak to about Christ this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 9:1–9; Matthew 6:31–33; 10:26–33
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