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Good morning, church.

For those of you who may not know me, my name is Mike Mitchell, and I serve as one of the elders here at First Baptist Church in Nixa. Along with the other elders, my role is to help shepherd this body and ensure that everything we do—our preaching, our ministries, our care for one another—is shaped and guided by the Word of God. We don’t lead based on preference or personality, but on what Scripture calls the church to be and to do.

And if you’re visiting with us this morning—we’re really glad you’re here.
We understand that when you visit a church, you’re not just attending a service—you’re gathering information. You’re trying to understand:
Who are these people?
What do they believe?
How do they live?
And you’re likely asking whether this might be a place where you could grow, serve, and belong.

So we want to invite you to take your time and really get to know us.
Come back and listen to our other pastors—especially our lead pastor.
Spend time talking with our members.

See how the Word is preached, how people love one another, and how the church functions week to week.

Because ultimately, we want you to discern whether this is a good fit for you—and whether you would be a good fit for this body as well.
One simple way to start that process: we’d love to connect with you.
If you’re willing, stop by our welcome area and exchange some information with our welcome team. We’ll give you a small gift bag as a thank-you for being here—and in return, we’ll get to know a little about you and have a way to follow up and serve you well.
Fair enough?

Let’s turn our attention to God’s Word together.
Our text this morning is this short passage of Luke’s Gospel in Chapter 8 verses 16 through 21.  
Text
Luke 8:16–21 Follow along with me as I read this aloud:

16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”

19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.”
  
Church, before we step into our passage this morning, I want to take a few moments and zoom out—to see something that runs all the way through Scripture.
And it’s this theme: light.  Because when Jesus begins talking about a lamp in Luke 8, He’s not just using a random illustration. He’s drawing on a massive, rich, biblical idea that His hearers would have recognized immediately.
So let’s trace it briefly.  The first time we encounter light in the Bible is at creation.
“Let there be light.”
Before anything is formed… before life begins… God speaks light into existence.
Light, from the very beginning, represents order, life, and clarity. It separates chaos from structure, darkness from visibility. It is foundational to everything that follows.
But as we move through the Old Testament, light begins to take on deeper meaning.
Light becomes associated with God Himself.
Psalm 27 says, “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”
God doesn’t just create light—He is light in His nature. His presence brings illumination, purity, and life.
Then light also becomes a picture of truth and revelation.
Psalm 119:105—“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
God’s Word shines light on reality. It shows us what is true. It exposes what is hidden. It directs how we are to live.
And closely tied to that is a moral contrast that develops throughout Scripture:
Light represents righteousness.
Darkness represents sin.
Isaiah speaks of those who call evil good and good evil—who exchange light for darkness. Proverbs describes the path of the righteous as shining brighter and brighter.
So light is not just something you see—it’s something you live in.
Then the prophets take it even further.
They begin to speak of a coming light—a future hope.
Isaiah 9 says, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”
Isaiah 49 speaks of a servant who will be a light to the nations.
So now light is not just creation… not just truth… not just morality…
It becomes a promise of salvation.
A coming Deliverer who will bring people out of darkness.

And then we arrive in the New Testament—and everything comes into focus.Because Jesus says in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.”
He is the fulfillment of everything the Old Testament pointed to.He is:
The light of creation
The light of God’s presence
The light of truth
The light of righteousness
The light of salvation
And then—this is where it becomes personal—Jesus turns and says to His followers:
“You are the light of the world.” (Matthew 5)
Meaning:
The light that comes from God, through Christ… is now reflected through His people.
So by the time we get to Luke 8, the concept of light carries all of that weight.
Creation.
Revelation.
Truth.
Righteousness.
Salvation.
Christ Himself.
And now Jesus says something very simple—but very penetrating:
“No one lights a lamp and then hides it.”
That’s obvious on the surface.
But with everything we just traced, what He’s really saying is this:
If God has given you light—
If He has revealed truth to you—
If you have seen Christ—
If you have heard the Word—
Then that light is not meant to be hidden.
It is meant to be visible.
And that leads directly into the central issue of this passage:
Not just that you hear the truth…
But what you do with it.
Because in Scripture, light is never مجرد information.
Light always demands a response.
It either leads to:
Greater clarity
Greater obedience
Greater life
Or—if ignored—
Greater hardness
Greater darkness
So when Jesus says in verse 18,
“Take care how you hear,”
He is saying:
Take care what you do with the light you’ve been given.
And that is exactly what we’re going to see unfold in our passage today.
So let’s turn now to Luke 8:16–21…



Sermon Title
“Hearing That Shows”

As we’ve been studying through the Gospel of Luke, we’ve been sitting under our Lord’s teaching through parables. And earlier in chapter 8, Jesus explains the purpose of these parables when He says in verse 9:
‘And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that “seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.”’ — Luke 8:9–10
Now that’s a striking statement. Jesus makes it clear that parables are not just illustrations to make things easier to understand—
they actually reveal truth to some and conceal it from others.
To His disciples, He gives understanding.
But to others, the same words remain unclear.
So the issue is not the clarity of Jesus’ teaching—
the issue is the condition of the heart that hears it.
And that leads directly into the emphasis of our passage today:
Not just that we hear… but how we hear.
Because as Jesus continues in this section, He presses one central truth—
that true hearing is always revealed by response.
Like John MacArthur often reminds us, ‘a text taken out of context becomes a pretext.’ If we don’t pay attention to the context of Jesus’ words here in Luke 8, we can easily misunderstand what He is saying about hearing, responding, and bearing fruit.

Here’s a strong supporting quote from R. C. Sproul that pairs well with MacArthur’s emphasis on context:
“The basic rule of biblical interpretation is that Scripture is to be interpreted by Scripture.”
Sproul frequently stressed that no passage stands alone, and that we must read any text in light of:
its immediate context
the broader passage
and the whole counsel of God

As Leon Morris observes in The Gospel According to Luke, the point of Jesus’ teaching here is not mere exposure to truth, but response to it. Morris summarizes it well when he writes, ‘It is not enough to hear the word; one must act on it.’ In other words, true hearing always shows itself in obedience.

Church, we live in a place where hearing the Bible is normal.
In Nixa and the surrounding Ozarks:
Churches are everywhere
Sermons are always available
Many of you have heard hundreds—maybe thousands—of sermons
And that creates a danger.
Not ignorance.
But familiarity, without transformation.
You can hear truth so often…
that you begin to assume you’ve responded to it.
That’s not a new problem.
Jesus is addressing exactly that kind of crowd here in Luke 8.
People who are hearing—but not necessarily responding.
And as R. C. Sproul warns in his commentary on Luke,
“To hear the Word of God and not obey it is to increase our judgment.”
That’s the weight of this passage.

Just before this, Jesus told the Parable of the Soils.
The issue wasn’t the seed—it was the hearer.
Now He presses the question further:
What does real hearing actually look like?

The Responsibility of Light (vv. 16–17)

“16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light.”


Jesus gives a simple picture:
You don’t light a lamp… and then hide it.
That would make no sense.
Because light exists to do one thing:    Be seen.

And as R. C. Sproul explains in his exposition of this passage,
“The purpose of light is to give illumination, not to be concealed.”
That’s obvious in the physical world—
and Jesus says it’s just as true spiritually.
If God has given you light—truth, understanding, the gospel—
it is not meant to be:
Hidden
Contained
Or kept private
It is meant to be displayed.

Illustration (local)
Think about a power outage after a Missouri storm.
You’ve got one flashlight in the house.
You don’t turn it on and then wrap it in a blanket.
No—you set it where it lights the room.
Because hiding light defeats its purpose.
Application
So the question is not:
Do you have light?
The question is:
Is that light visible?
In your home
In your decisions
In your priorities
Because if the light is real…
 it will show.
2. The Warning About Hearing (v. 18a)
“8 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given,”
Jesus doesn’t say:
“Take care what you hear”
He says:
“Take care how you hear.”
Because not all hearing is the same.
You can hear:
Casually
Critically
Selectively
Or you can hear in a way that leads to obedience.
And this is where the warning lands.
You can also hear 
Generally and efficiently OR
Personally and effectually

As John MacArthur puts it in his commentary on Luke,
“The issue is not exposure to the truth but the response to it.”
That’s a critical distinction.

Leon Morris emphasizes that the parables of Jesus are not merely pleasant stories but authoritative, often challenging, declarations regarding the nature of the Kingdom of God.

Sproul's teaching on the parables include:
The Dual Purpose of Parables: Sproul emphasized that parables served to reveal, but also, as Jesus stated in Mark 4:11–12, to obscure meaning to those who refuse to believe. Parables are an act of grace to those with "ears to hear" and a divine judgment upon those who are “outside".
My observation is if I have been given the gift of grace to understand, then I am also under the conviction to obey. 
Illustration (local church culture)
In a place like ours, it’s very easy to:
Sit under good preaching
Agree with what’s said
Talk about it afterward
…and still not actually submit to it.
It’s like someone who studies fitness:
Watches videos
Learns techniques
Talks about workouts
…but never actually exercises.
They are informed…
but unchanged.

Application. So ask yourself:
When you hear the Word…
→ Are you evaluating it?
→ Or is it evaluating you?
Are you listening to:
Confirm what you already believe?
Or to be corrected?
Because Jesus is warning:
How you hear matters.

3. The Principle of Increase or Loss (v. 18b)
“and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”
This is one of the most sobering realities in the Christian life.
Jesus is describing a principle:
Your response to truth determines what happens next.
If you respond rightly—you grow.
If you neglect it—you decline.

And Leon Morris captures this so clearly in his Luke commentary:
“There is a law of the spiritual life that response to truth brings more truth, while neglect of it brings loss.”
That’s not abstract—that’s happening in real time in every life.

Illustration
Think about when someone first begins to take Scripture seriously.
They read…
they respond…
they obey…
And suddenly:
Things start making sense
Hunger increases
Growth accelerates
Why?
Because they are responding to what they hear.
Now contrast that with someone who:
Hears truth
Delays obedience
Makes excuses
Over time:
Conviction dulls
Clarity fades
Not because truth changed—
but because their response changed.

Reinforcement
And this is why the warning is so serious.
As R. C. Sproul notes,
“The more clearly we hear the truth, the more serious our situation if we ignore it.”

Application
So where are you right now?
Are you:
Growing?
Increasing in clarity?
Responding quickly to truth?
Or:
Are you:
Drifting?
Delaying?
Becoming less sensitive?
Because Jesus says:
There is no neutral ground.

4. The Identity of Christ’s True Family (vv. 19–21)
“19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.”
This would have shocked the crowd.
Jesus’ family is there…
and He redefines family.
Not rejecting them—
but redefining what true belonging means.

Explanation
In our culture, identity is often tied to:
Family
Background
Church involvement
Especially here in the Ozarks, where many would say:
“I’ve always been a Christian”
“I grew up in church”
But Jesus cuts through all of that.

As John MacArthur explains,
“Obedience to the Word of God is the mark of those who belong to Christ.”
And Leon Morris adds,
“Hearing in this context means hearing that issues in action.”
That’s the dividing line.


You are not Christ’s because:
You are around Christians
You know the Bible
You attend church
You are His if:
You hear the Word
And you do it

Gospel Connection
Now we must be clear.
We are not saved by obedience.
We are saved by Christ:
His righteousness
His sacrifice
His resurrection
But saving faith is never empty.
As R. C. Sproul often said,
“We are justified by faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone.”
True faith produces real response.

Conclusion
So Jesus leaves us with this:
“Take care how you hear.”
Because hearing leads to one of two outcomes:
Greater light
Or greater darkness
And as John MacArthur warns,
“The severest judgment belongs to those who hear the truth but do not obey it.”
Final Exhortation
So here is the question:
Is the Word of God visible in your life?
It Is Not Only:
Do you hear it
Do you agree with it
But It Is Also:
Has it changed you?
Because according to Jesus:
The ones who truly hear… are the ones who obey.

Conclusion & Gospel Call
So how do we share the light?

What is this gospel that we are called not only to receive—but to display?
Jesus makes it clear that the light is not meant to be hidden.

And before He ascended, He gave His people a clear mission:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations… teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” — Matthew 28:19–20

That is the call. Not only to the foreign mission field, but also to the local outreach of Nixa FBC. that’s right,  zip code 65714 and others. 
Not just to hear the Word…
But to carry it, to live it, and to proclaim it.

But before we can share the light, we have to ask a more personal question.
What is your spiritual condition?
And you might say,
“What do you mean by that?”
I mean this:
Do you understand that one day you will stand before your Creator and be judged on your crimes?
Scripture is clear:
“It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.” — Hebrews 9:27
That is not a possibility.
That is a certainty.
And the question becomes:
How will you stand on that day?
Will it be based on your works?
Will your good deeds outweigh your bad ones?
Scripture answers that clearly:
“By works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight.” — Romans 3:20
No—our works cannot save us.

Here is the humbling truth:
 My eternity does not rest on what I have done for God
 It rests entirely on what Jesus Christ has done for me.

According to God’s eternal plan—before the foundation of the world—
The plan of redemption of sinners by God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit was ordained: 
“He chose us in him before the foundation of the world…” — Ephesians 1:4

And about 2,000 years ago:
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God:
Came down from heaven
Took on human flesh
Lived a perfectly righteous life
A life that, by faith, is credited to us:

Romans 5:17
17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
But the “by faith” is important:

Ephesians 2:8-9
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
And the context of verse 10 calls us to act accordingly:
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Then He went to the cross…
Not for His sins—but for mine.

1 Peter 2:24
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
He paid the full penalty for our crimes against God.
And on the third day, He rose again:
1 Corinthians 15:4-6
4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, ………..

Jesus proved beyond a doubt, that the payment was complete.

And now:
Romans 8:1
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” —
That is the gospel.
That is the light.

But there is also a warning.
Because if we reject Christ…
Then we bear our own judgment.
Jesus Himself describes it this way:
Matthew 13:41-42
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

So the question is not abstract.
It is personal.
What about you?
Have you truly heard?
Have you responded?
Are you trusting in Christ alone?
Or are you still relying on yourself?

Because the difference between light and darkness…
Is not access to truth.
It is response to truth.
If you’re here this morning and you recognize that your trust has not been in Christ…
or you’re unsure where you truly stand before God…
Hear this:
“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” — Romans 10:13
The call of the gospel is not to walk an aisle or respond to pressure—
it is to repent and believe:
“Repent and believe in the gospel.” — Mark 1:15
To turn from sin…
and to trust in Christ alone.

If the Lord is at work in your heart, don’t ignore that.
You can go to Him in prayer:
Confess your sin
Acknowledge your need
Trust fully in the finished work of Christ

And we would encourage you—don’t walk alone.
After the service:
Come speak with me
Or one of our pastors or elders
Or even the person who brought you
Let us open the Scriptures with you and walk alongside you in what it means to follow Christ.

John 6:37
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.
 A Word to Believers
And for those of you who do belong to Christ—
Jesus’ words in this passage are not optional.
The light you have received is not meant to be hidden.
“No one after lighting a lamp covers it… but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light.” — Luke 8:16
So here is the question for you:
Where is your light being seen?
In your conversations? 
In your workplace?
In your home?

Let me tell you a workplace story: If you believe that everyone in the Ozarks already knows the gospel, let me tell you a story. Some time ago, as part of my management responsibilities, I was training a group of young managers. This was a 10 week course on soft skills training, covering many topics necessary to their success. 

My plan involved a week 7 assignment where they were tasked to give an honest self assessment of where they currently found themselves in areas of their life including career, education, finances, family and spiritual condition as well. As you might imagine there were many different responses. Some surprised, others forthcoming, but almost all were curious.  The majority were open to a conversation about spiritual things which opened the door for my testimony, but more importantly the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Almost all accepted my gift of a study bible, with the caveat that they would read it or return it. My assignment was usually the 14th chapter of John. One young manager in our followup one on one session, gave me this answer when I asked for his feedback. He said, ‘No Mr. Mitchell, I didn’t read that John chapter, but I did read some in the book of “job”. ‘
Of course this is somewhat humorous, but it is also tragic.

We have been entrusted with something infinitely valuable.
Matthew 5:14-16
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

And how about in your home? One of the many skills necessary in the workplace is also very necessary in the home: the art and skill of delegation; when to delegate and when to do it yourself. The concept is this: never delegate what is too important if it fails. Parents, especially fathers, do not delegate the primary spiritual training of your family to anyone else. This is too important, others will support your efforts but yours is the primary responsibility and you are accountable.

Parents are called to:
Teach God’s Word (Deut. 6)
Train direction and character (Prov. 22:6)
Discipline and instruct (Eph. 6:4)
Restrain sin (1 Sam. 3:13)
Model faith (2 Tim. 1:5)
Pass truth generationally (Psalm 78)

Parents are not called merely to raise well-behaved children,
but to disciple hearts that know, love, and obey God.
So, full disclosure, I wish I could go back and do a better job with my children.
If you need help, training (formal or informal) or guidance in these areas, please contact me or one of the pastors and elders. We are responsible for equipping you in this important area. 

This week:
Speak the gospel clearly to someone
Live in a way that reflects Christ visibly
Take one intentional step toward making disciples
Not to earn your salvation—
but because you already have redemption in Christ. But to honor His gift of grace and mercy on our behalf in obedience to His Word.
2 Corinthians 5:20
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.


Now, let’s pray together.

Now Father, Give us ears to hear Your Word. Open blind hearts, soften what is hard, and show mercy to all who hear the gospel today. Draw sinners to Christ by Your grace, and strengthen Your people to walk in obedience and light.

We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.









