Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment time, pray specifically for those by name that you know who are lost, and pray for opportunities to share the gospel with them.
· Storms of life are inevitable, but we can prepare ourselves before they hit. What are some steps of preparation? How do storms expose the true source of our faith? Share some personal experiences.
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Connect to the WORD:  READ Luke 8:22–25
1. If storms reveal what we really trust in, how can calm waters and peaceful winds conceal a weak or false faith?
Where did obedience lead the disciples in this passage? What assumptions are corrected by this encounter with Jesus? 
Discuss this statement, “The disciples’ greatest problem was not the storm, but their inadequate view of Christ.” How was their view of Christ inadequate?
Explain this statement, “Jesus doesn’t waste hardship… He uses it.” Share testimony of this truth in your own life.
2. What type of authority did Jesus display by calming the storm and the waves? Why was Jesus not terrified by what the disciples feared? What can we learn from this?
With what did Jesus calm the sea and the waves? Who then is this?
Why did the fear within the disciples over the life-threatening storm increase after the storm and sea were calmed? 
3. What is the proper response to being in the presence of divine glory?
What does it mean to be in awe of Jesus? Have you lost your awe? If so, how do you get it back?
“A small Christology produces a fragile faith.” Explain. What are some examples of inadequate Christologies?
4. Pastor Kurt concluded by reminding us how Christ entered “the greater storm” for us.
· How did He calm the storm of God’s wrath upon us for sin? What must we do to receive this peace?
Why is the notion that Jesus is merely a good teacher not a reasonable conclusion?
How is our perseverance in faith related to Christ’s preservation of the saints? 

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
Remind yourself that the One who commands the waves also holds you secure in the middle of your storms. Trust in Him during your storms.
· Remind yourself this week that our hope does not rest in the perfection of our faith, but in the perfection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Rest in Him.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 8:22–25
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