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THIS IS WHO HE IS (Luke 8:26-39)
INTRODUCTION
	Last week, Kurt led us through the storm that revealed Jesus’s power and authority over nature. We witnessed the disciples’ fragile faith and stunned awe. Verse twenty-five then left us with a cliffhanger, “Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?”  We learned that Jesus is the Lord over the storms outside of us. And this morning, we will witness that this same Jesus, is the Lord over the storms that dwell within us.  Last week, Kurt led us to answer the question, “Who then is this?”  This morning, Luke will display the answer, “This is who he is,” beginning the moment that Jesus’s boat touches the far shore. We will encounter one nameless man, in an unclean graveyard. Fourteen verses. And by the time we reach verse thirty-nine, we will know who he is, and we will know who we can be. So, are you ready? Let’s read verses twenty-six to twenty-nine. First…
HE IS THE GOD-MAN WHO COMES FOR THE ONE (vv. 26-29)

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.)
	Up to this point, Jesus’s public ministry (Luke 4:14–8:21) has taken place in Jewish territory. However, when Jesus and his disciples cross the Sea of Galilee, into the region of the Gerasenes, they move into Gentile territory. This is not incidental. This movement is a missionary announcement. Jesus is moving his ministry geographically toward the nations, and first century readers would have recognized this immediately. And stepping onto this Gentile soil, the first face that Jesus encounters is the most broken face in the region— a demon-possessed man who lives in a graveyard. Let there be no confusion—Jesus sailed here on purpose. There is one reason Jesus sailed six nautical miles through a terrifying storm the previous night— and that reason is to seek and to save this one disaster of a man. Jesus will preach no sermons during this encounter. He will gather no crowds. But, he does answer the question, “Who then is this?”  This is Jesus, the God-Man who comes for the one. And this first answer comes not so much in words, but in a direction.—Jesus has deliberately stepped onto the shore, because of who he is. 
THE MAN’S CONDITION
	So, let’s spend a few minutes better understanding, just who is this one that the God-man is coming for. Luke describes the man’s condition to us; giving us twelve specific details. Each detail helps us paint a portrait of this man— each detail is a brush stroke representing the loss of something human in his life. And each of these twelve losses can be further arranged into four categories— all stripping away something from this man’s humanity, and adding to his bondage and destruction. 
	Here is something very important that I want you to know up front: Jesus will restore every loss that is displayed in this portrait before verse thirty-nine arrives. We will witness this man’s transformation— seeing him both “before” and “after.” So, let’s examine this man’s condition. What does the good doctor, Luke tell us?
	First, we observe the man has no name. Luke never gives him one. Go through the entire passage — the encounter, the exorcism, the restoration, and the commission — he is simply, "a man from the city." That’s the best we get. So, it’s ironic that the demons have a name — Legion. But this man has nothing. He has been reduced below the level of the demonic forces possessing him. 
	Kent Hughes in his Luke commentary paints his nameless condition, quite starkly, when he says, “in his lucid moments, this man surely realized how repulsive, unloved, and unwelcome he was. A name is the most basic unit of personhood. It is how communities hold their members. How families claim their children. How someone knows they matter. The man who has no name has been released from the web of human belonging.” Sometimes you wanna go where everybody knows your name… and he has no such place. [PAUSE] So, here is the first thing you need to know about the God-Man who comes for the one: you do not need a name to be sought. You only need to be lost.
	Psalm 147 tells us something worth noting about who this God is— "He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names." This man is not nameless to the God who names every star in the cosmos. He knows this man's name. He has always known it. And he crossed a sea to say it. I know there are people in this room who might feel nameless right now. Know that you are not hated. You might think that you’re invisible. You might relate with this nameless fellow, but know there is a God-Man, who knows your name.
	Next, Luke introduces him as "a man from the city.” From. Past tense. Once he was from somewhere. He had a home previously— a community that carried his memory — There was a time and place when he belonged somewhere. All of that is now gone.
	Luke doesn’t provide all the details to how all this happened, but only records that, "he had not lived in a house for a long time.” He’s been exiled for some time. So where then does he live? He lives among the tombs— a place of bones and decay— a place where the living only visit to bury those they love, and then they leave as quickly as possible. He does not visit the tombs. He lives there, surrounded by unclean tombs, surrounded by unclean animals, in an unclean land. 
	Notice the movement of his condition— City to wilderness. House to caves. From among the living, to among the dead. Each description moves this nameless man further from life  and closer to death. The man who once belonged somewhere now belongs nowhere — and lives among nothing. This man did not choose to live among the tombs. He was driven there by the demons, and by a community's inability to deal with his condition.
[PAUSE]
	Luke then says he had worn no clothes for a long time. Not recently. This is not the “I’ve not done laundry, and have nothing to wear,” kind of unclothed. This is the “he cannot clothe himself,” and it’s been going on for a long time. He cannot maintain the most basic marker of human dignity — the covering that every human has considered a threshold of personhood since Genesis chapter three. And the Gospel of Mark exposes what the good doctor Luke leaves unstated— this poor, naked man was a mass of bleeding lacerations, scabs, infections, and scar tissue. Night and day he was crying out. And cutting himself with stones. His own hands had become instruments against his body. The body that God made to bear His image — to reflect His glory— had become the battlefield of the enemy's assault. The man could not clothe himself and no-one could stop him from wounding what God had made.
[PAUSE]
	Luke appears to bracket this story with nakedness and clothing. He tells us at the beginning — he had worn no clothes and he will tell us at the end — he was clothed. That bracketing is not accidental. What was stripped will be restored. And before we’re done, someone will clothe him. But his nakedness is not his deepest loss.
	Luke says — "for many a time this unclean spirit had seized him. His freedom was gone. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.” This man was seized—enslaved to evil powers. His physical body was subject to the will of Legion. Many had tried to restrain this evil, but every chain — he broke. And every shackle— he shattered. Every guard posted — eventually went home. He was empowered with a superhuman strength, but it was not his own—it was demonic. The man was being used by demonic spirits to destroy the very restraints that might have protected him. The man who could break every chain and shackle, was now the most enslaved person in the region.
	Driven. He was driven into the desert. Not wandering. Not choosing. Not deciding where to go, but driven. His human will was gone. The evil spirits controlled his movement entirely. He went where Legion sent him. This is what the image of God looks like after it has been systematically assaulted and dismantled. Not an accident. Not the result of poor life choices or circumstances, but by intelligent, malicious and powerful spiritual forces whose entire bent is to distort and to destroy the image of God in man. So, you might ask why, why would evil spirits seize and destroy men?
	Because Satan and his forces hate God. They will attack Him any way they can — and since they cannot touch God directly— they seize what He made in His image. This man’s condition is not the result of a casual lostness. This is a catastrophic lostness. He is the portrait of a most extreme condition. Not every type of spiritual bondage looks like this. But characteristics of spiritual bondage may look similar— loss of dignity, social isolation, demonic control of speech and will, slavery to something you cannot break, or being driven to places that you never intended to be. This man’s portrait is one of exile, of movement away from his community and away from God— That is, until Jesus pulled up his boat onto that gravel shore. Jesus did not go to the city. He doesn’t end up outside a house. Jesus goes to the shore— where the tombs are. There was no re-routing of his GPS. He had arrived at his destination. The Son of Man who came to seek and save the lost has arrived at the exact location of the most lost person in the region. And before this encounter is over — the man who was expelled from his city will be sent back to it. We might see this search for one wretched man as disproportionate to any deserving of being sought out. But this, is the kind of seeking that is proportionate to the compassion of the God-Man who comes for the one. The reversal from exile is beginning. Jesus hasn’t given up.
THE LORD’S COMPASSION
	This man’s former community had tried their best.  They tried guards, chains and shackles. The townspeople did not abandon him without effort. But all of their efforts had failed completely. You can picture his friends, family, the local authorities, and perhaps some of the local exorcists — trying everything they had. Eventually every one of them gave up. He was not hated or rejected. At least not with cruelty — but instead, with a quiet, defeated resignation. The people had run out of options — not because they stopped caring, but because their view of the situation was limited to what human eyes could see, and what human hands could accomplish. And over time, he was simply written off by everyone.
	But Jesus does not write people off. This is who He is— He is the God-man who comes for the one whom everyone had written off. Luke has been painting this portrait of the Savior for eight chapters.
	Back in chapter five, when the Pharisees challenged Jesus for eating with tax collectors and sinners, He revealed who he was, and what was his mission. He said,  "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.” And as the beloved physician, Luke knows what it means to walk toward a patient whom others have given up on. He knows what it costs to keep making house calls when everyone else has given up. And this demoniac was the sickest patient in the region. And by every human prognosis — he was untreatable. Incurable. And that is precisely why Jesus makes this house call. He had no family to intercede for him, no friends to carry him to Jesus on a mat — as they did for the paralytic in Luke 5. This man had no status. No earthly beauty or value. He was on no one's list of ministry opportunities—except one. And that one was the compassionate Lord Jesus Christ— the God-man who comes for the one.
	This was not the Messiah the disciples had expected. They expected a Messiah, who would gather the strong and worthy, and establish an earthly kingdom. However, this is the God-man who crosses a storm-tossed sea in the dark to reach one nameless man in a Gentile graveyard. 
	And this is not the God that most people expect. Most people — if they believe in God at all — expect a God who is far off, and who demands his followers to travel on an exhaustive journey of human works, or mental introspection. But here, God sails toward the unrepentant, toward the unreachable, and toward those who appear to be the most lost. This is who he is. He is the Good Shepherd of Ezekiel 34, who searches out his sheep who have been scattered. He is the God who gathers them from foreign lands, brings back the lost, binds up the injured and strengthens the weak. He is the God-man who leaves the ninety-nine to bring back the one.  This is who he is. He is the God-Man who comes for the one whom everyone else has written off.
	If you have come here this morning, and you find yourself carrying a burden too heavy; if you feel too broken, or lost, or written off, then hear what Luke says. The Son of Man crossed a sea for a man who was living among the dead, and he’s not waiting for you to get your life together. He’s seeking you out this morning. So, know who Jesus is.  And know who you are— you are sought.
	And now, on this lake shore, we come to watch what happens when two spiritual forces collide— when a demon-possessed man, living among the dead, meets the author of life.  Verse twenty-eight says, “he cried out and fell down” before Jesus. Legion and Jesus are now face to face, and something has to give… and it isn’t Jesus. Which gives us our second answer to who Jesus is.
HE IS THE LORD OF THE COSMOS WITH AUTHORITY OVER ALL (VV. 30-33).
	The man, full of evil spirits, falls down before Jesus, not in worship but in recognition of the great authority that has stepped into his territory. “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.”  They address Jesus as, Son of the Most High God. The demons know who this is. And we know too, because we’ve heard this title before, in Luke 1:32, when Gabriel told Mary of her son, “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.” Heaven has announced this title before, and now hell confirms it. Luke is building his case. This is who Jesus is—He is the Lord of the Cosmos who has authority over all.
30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.
	What is your name, Jesus asks. Darrell Bock notes that this is not an attempt to gain control through naming — Jesus has already demonstrated in the preceding verses that He needs no such mechanism. He has shown his power and authority over demons in other passages in Luke with no naming at all. This question is something different. It is a sovereign act of personal engagement. Jesus speaks into this man's chaos — not around it, not above it — directly into it.
	And the answer comes back, chilling, ”Legion.” This cosmic enemy is an entire assembly of evil spirits against the one, Son of God. But notice who is doing all the begging. Not Jesus. It’s Legion. Three times in the span of three verses — the demons whom have terrified a region, broken every chain and shattered every shackle, are the ones begging. They beg not to be tormented, they beg not to be sent out of the region, and they beg to enter the pigs. The demons who have been oppressing the region were now on their knees. So, this is who Jesus is— the Lord of the Cosmos—king over all creation—ruler in heaven, on earth and under the earth. Jesus, Son of the Most High, is the one with authority over all creation.
	If we look in Matthew 12, Jesus himself has given us an interpretive key for this moment. He said, "How can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house."
	The strong man is Satan. His goods are his captives — the people held in his grip. And before anyone can be freed — before a single chain falls, before a single howl stops — the strong man must first be bound. So, does Jesus have authority over evil spirits, demonic powers and authorities of this world and beyond? Clearly, the answer is yes.
	Benjamin Gladd's commentary on Luke confirms what this narrative has been building toward— what he calls the Great Reversal. He says, at Jesus’s temptation in the wilderness, Jesus defeats the devil, who in the temptation, parodies the Ancient of Days of Daniel 7— and thus begins his ascent as the Son of Man to whom all authority belongs. Every subsequent exorcism in Luke is the exercise of that all-encompassing authority. Jesus is not discovering His power in these moments. He is displaying the authority that he already possesses. He is the Son of Man of Daniel 7 — the One to whom "dominion and glory and a kingdom" have been given, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.
	And the demons know this, so they appeal to Jesus’s authority to be sent into the abyss — Luke's term for the place of confinement for hostile spirits, and their final destination. They know their doom is sealed, because the Son of the Most High is standing in front of them, holding the keys to their final judgment. Some people may not believe in hell. But demons certainly do. And they tremble at the One who has authority over all creation— past, present and future. This encounter is "a cosmic sneak preview,” and here, we see a prisoner of the great spiritual war being taken back by his rightful king.
	In verse thirty-two, The demons beg to enter the pigs. "So he gave them permission."
That is it. No struggle. No negotiation. No extended confrontation. No incantations. This encounter seems rather anti-climactic, doesn’t it? And yet how powerful it is, in its very understatement. It might remind us of the opening chapters of Job, in which God, in complete control of the cosmos, gives Satan permission to inflict Job. Here the Lord gives permission to afflict these poor pigs. In both cases — in Job and in this graveyard — the point is identical: nothing happens outside the sovereign knowledge and permissive will of God. Not even the movement of evil spirits being exorcised from one man into a herd of pigs. Jesus is not reacting to this situation. He’s managing it. 
	We now see, where every human solution had failed to restore this man— all Jesus has to do is say the word. And Legion leaves. This is who he is— the Lord of the Cosmos with authority over all.
	In verse thirty-three, we now see “the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.” You might wonder, why did Jesus permit the demons to cause all this destruction. First, I believe this was to provide a visual testimony. Again, Kent Hughes comments, "The dramatic end of the swine gave powerful visual testimony to the ex-demoniac, and proof that he had been delivered. For the rest of his life he would tell about this. It would never be forgotten." For perhaps, a man who had been tormented so long, may have doubted his own perception of reality — and believed that nothing would ever change, but seeing this large herd of pigs running into the sea was irrefutable. Whatever else he would doubt in the years ahead, he would never doubt that something had left him that morning on the hillside. He had evidence he could carry for the rest of his life.
	Second, this visible destruction highlights the judgment enacted upon the demons. The irony is the demons prefer the pigs to the abyss — but when the pigs rush into the lake, it becomes their abyss. They sought the pigs to escape confinement. But then they found the sea—the same sea that had nearly swallowed the disciples the night before, now opens its depths to receive this army of unclean spirits.
	Third, we should recognize there is a theological lesson to be learned, and that is, spiritual warfare is costly. Something has died. An entire herd of swine died — so that one man could go free. This pattern is not incidental. Every genuine act of deliverance costs something. Purging evil comes with a price. And on a Friday outside Jerusalem, the cost of purging evil from all of creation will be paid in a single death — not with the blood of bulls and goats, but with the blood of the only begotten Son, willingly given.
	John tells us, "The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil." The incarnation was for this purpose. The Son of God did not merely visit the world — He entered this world in order to visibly display his authority over all powers that hold human beings in bondage— everything that drives us into the desert, everything that strips us of our name and place and dignity and will.
	And the writer to the Hebrews tells us how the Son of the Most High destroyed the works of the devil: "Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he [Jesus] himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery."
	Jesus took on flesh, so that He could die. And through that death, the evil powers who had driven mankind into the fear of death  in order to enslave them — are rendered inoperative.
	The pigs charging over the cliff are a visible, violent, and unforgettable example of cost of overcoming evil. Something dies so someone can live. The cost is real. And the victory is total. Ultimately, Christ pays the price for our just judgment, and in doing so, he also defeats the evil one. Jesus— the promised offspring of Eve — came to crush the serpent's head. So, in His earthly ministry, with exorcisms like this one, Jesus has placed his foot on that head. And at the cross He crushes it.
	So, the herd is gone. The hillside is silent. The region is now quiet. And the man once captive to the evil rulers and powers is now standing there, restored— in front of Jesus. In his desperate condition, he was sought by the God-Man. And now, he is saved by the Lord of the Cosmos. Jesus’s authority and power in one command. A large herd of pigs, gone. The hillside is silent. The man is free.
	Now — before we see the crowd’s reaction — I want you to think about who else witnessed Jesus’s power over the evil spirits. There were two audiences present that morning. One was visible. One was not. The visible audience was the herdsmen, the townspeople, the disciples, and all those who would come out from the city and find the man sitting, clothed, in his right mind. They would see this empty hillside and the quiet lake. And they had visible, irrefutable testimony that something had happened.
	But there was another audience. Jesus reveals to us what the heavenly powers thought about all this commotion. Luke writes in 15:10, 'There is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” And when that man was saved from the evil powers of this world—when the image of God in his life was restored on that quiet hillside, the noise in heaven must have been overwhelming. When the evil spirits retreated, the angels of God rejoiced. The demons fled visibly. And the angels rejoiced invisibly.
	So, how did the visible audience responded. What happens next is going to possibly surprise you. The miracle is not the most remarkable part of this story. The reactions are.
HE IS THE GOD WHO HONORS HUMAN CHOICE— EVEN REJECTION (vv. 34-37).
34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 
	The herdsmen were witnesses to all that has happened, and their initial response is to flee. They ran away, into the city and into the country, reporting to all the people what they had seen. “You won’t believe it! Come and see for yourself!” And the people gathered from all over. And then the people came because you don’t hear a story like this everyday, and just stay home. So, what did they see?  
	They found the demon-possessed man, visibly restored. His condition is much different from before. He is no longer wandering. He’s no longer driven by another’s will. He is now sitting.  And, Luke says that he is sitting at the feet of Jesus. This is how Luke often describes the posture of Jesus’s disciples— sitting at his feet. The man has chosen the good portion. And it says that the man is clothed. Someone covered him. What was once taken from the man— his dignity and clothing, have been restored. He is now in his right mind. 
	This is no natural occurrence. Even if the local exorcist had been able to cast out his demons. Even if the local clothing ministry had given this guy some new clothes. Even if his friends were to convince the man to attend local psychotherapy classes or take his psych medications— there is no earthly power that could have restored his soul, and healed his sinful heart. And that’s why anyone in his “right” mind will end up at the feet of Jesus. Only Jesus can save you. And that’s why we can understand verse thirty-six, when it says that he had been healed. This man has been set free from the spiritual chains and shackles— from the Legion of demonic spirits that had destroyed his life. Every detail of his spiritual enslavement has now been restored by Jesus.
	Perhaps you relate more to the guy at the first of the story. You’ve given up on ever being freed from sin, and released from bondage to the powers of this world. You have some areas in your life where you seem to be very gifted and strong, but the reality is, you’re under chains and shackles. You are enslaved by the elementary principles of this world. Perhaps you’ve been hopelessly wandering.  You feel isolated, or driven away. You believe you are beyond the reach of God’s compassion. But this is who Jesus is— the God-Man who has all authority to save your soul.  He is the Lord of the cosmos, who has all authority in heaven and on earth— authority to free you from sin— and the ability to clothe you in his righteousness. You can be saved; and you too, can be found in your right mind, and you too can be found sitting at the feet of the Savior. That’s the right response to Jesus. 
	But that’s not the visible response of the majority in this story. The second response might surprise you. The townspeople and herdsmen witnessed the same miracle—the once demon-possessed man, is now restored, now healed— now in his right mind. And they have no category to explain this miraculous transformation. And they can’t deny it. And they don’t sit down at Jesus’s feet. So, out of great fear, they ask Jesus to leave.
	Now, before we judge them too quickly — let me say this carefully, these people reacted to Jesus in the way millions of people react to Jesus. They might witness his miraculous works in the world, but they choose to stay in their sin, rather than being saved from their sin. They choose their earthly treasures, and their comfortable lives over a new life offered in Jesus Christ. The townspeople feared that following Jesus might just ruin their lives.
	The townspeople and others from the region who came out to see what Jesus had done, are not evil people. They didn’t hate Jesus. But they were overcome with great fear—possibly from the threat of economic loss, or possibly from a genuine awe that they could not explain. Either way, this is the town that asked God to leave. They were not the first to do so, nor the last. 
	Friends, this authority to be set free from sin is available to you. You can be healed and restored. You can be forgiven. Or you can ask Jesus to leave you alone. What is your response to Jesus this morning? 
	Then, comes one of the most sobering lines in this scene. “So he [Jesus] got into the boat and returned.” 
	Jesus honored their request. This is who he is—the God who honors human choice— even rejection. We understand that wide is the path that leads to destruction. So, “Those who reject Jesus should contemplate why you are refusing to respond. We see in this passage that unbelief often causes us to flee from an encounter with God. The opportunity to draw near to God often produces distance” (Bock).
	When you witness others being radically changed by following Jesus, does that frighten you? Do you want Jesus to go? This is not a rhetorical question. A real one. When Jesus arrives on your shore, and interrupts your life, do you him to leave?
	Is your response like that of the townspeople? Is the cost of letting Jesus hang out in your life more than you are willing to pay? Are there parts of your life you wish Jesus would just leave undisturbed. Then know this. This is who he is— the God, who honors human choice— even when that choice is to send him away. So, Jesus got back into the boat. And that should make us tremble.
	The townspeople watched him leave. There may have been a moment when some realized just what they had done, but Luke doesn’t tell us. And Jesus leaves the Gerasenes almost as quickly as he arrived.  But there is one more brush stroke to apply to our portrait. There is one more answer to who this is— He is the God of missions, who turns every rejection into gospel advance.
HE IS THE GOD OF MISSIONS — WHO TURNS REJECTION INTO GOSPEL ADVANCE (vv. 38-39).

38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.
	Before Jesus pushes off from the shore, one more thing happens. Jesus interacts with this demoniac turned disciple— a guy made whole and with new affections. He is now the one who desires to be with Jesus. The man’s positive response stands in contrast to the people’s negative response, thus ending this account on a positive note. Verse thirty-eight says the restored man begs to go with Jesus — and Jesus said, “No.” Wait? What? Hold on! Jesus tells this guy no? 
	But, this “no” is not a rejection. It is a redirection. Jesus now transforms this maniac into a missionary— commissioning him to seek and to save the very ones who asked Jesus to leave. Understand, that sometimes following Jesus doesn’t look like you expect it to look. God has other plans in mind. Some followers of Jesus are commissioned to leave their home, while others are commissioned to return to their home— wherever you find yourself on the path of following Jesus, understand that all disciples are to go and declare God’s marvelous works. There is no Christianity that remains private, nor silent. Although, not all believers serve Jesus in the exact same way.
	So, Christ may tell you no, but he will also say go. He is unwilling to leave the townspeople lost in great fear and without a witness. The God-man who comes for the one, now sends the one, back to the many. His compassion is both deep and wide. Thomas Goodwin says it like this, “They [the lost] cannot desire his coming so much as he desires their coming.”. 
So he this nameless man, first sought by Christ, then saved by Christ, now becomes the first apostle sent by Christ to the Gentiles. The ex-demoniac was sent back to his home. He was not sent to foreign lands, but back to a place that he knew— where he was once known. To a place that knew him before Legion, and with Legion, and will now know him without Legion, and with Jesus. Suddenly his home is the mission field. The man is sent to be God’s herald; and his message is how much God has done for him. Luke says that the man went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.  Don’t gloss over this substitution of words.  Luke just replaced what God had done with what Jesus had done. That is significant and is equating Jesus with the Lord God, because he is.
	So, Jesus sought out the one, saved the man from his oppressed condition, and then sent him back home as a herald of God’s good works. This is the gospel message in a nutshell. Our life as disciples of Christ is represented in this passage. Who Christ is, and what he has done for us should motivate us to love God and love others. We are to be seeking out the lost, offering salvation to the spiritually oppressed, and sending disciples into foreign lands, and into local neighborhoods, to testify of him. Jesus is not always  calling people out of the world to work in the church, but he’s always calling out the church to go and work in the world. 
	So, this is the God of missions, who turns every departure into a sending, every rejection into a gospel advance, and every transformed life into a testimony. Jesus may have left the region, but he left it transformed.  And Jesus, left a witness— one, Gentile, ex-demonic— whom he sent him back to his home to proclaim the good news of the works of God. This God continues to commission transformed sinners. If you have been sought out, and if you have been saved, then know also, that are sent to go and tell of all that God has done for you. 
	So, who is the one person in your home, or in your life, who needs to hear what God has done for you?	Who will you tell of Jesus, and his mighty works. Let me help you by giving you at least two, simple applications. Number one, think of that one person. Don’t think of a list of people, just one person. Do you have that name in your mind— a neighbor, a family member, a friend, someone you know who needs to be freed from the bondage of sin, and clothed in righteousness by Jesus. That person is your home to return to. I’m not asking you to talk with strangers.  You know someone who needs Christ. Number two, you don’t need a seminary degree or any special training before you return home to tell of what Jesus has done for you. The demoniac had been changed and commissioned, and that is enough. Have you been changed? Have you been been saved?  Then you are equipped and commissioned to go. Go and tell the story of how God has healed you. Not someday. But this week. This week, reach out and have a conversation that starts with this question, “Can I tell you something that happened to me?”
CONCLUSION
	The disciples asked it from a storm-tossed boat, “Who then is this?” Luke has been answering that question since the moment the boat scraped the gravel on the far shore. Fourteen verses. One question answered in four ways. This is who Jesus is. He is the God-Man who comes for the one. He is the Lord of the cosmos, and who has all authority. He is the God who honors human choice. And he is the God of missions— the one who turns rejection into gospel advance.
	And this is who you are, and who you can be. You are being sought by the God-Man who comes for the one. Many of you have been saved— you’ve been restored and healed. But, if you are still alone and isolated, still under chains and shackles today, then I offer you the opportunity this morning to be free. Christ is standing on your shore today.  There will be two pastors in room 120 who will help you be healed of your bondage today. 
	And if you have been saved— if Christ has done something in your life that you cannot explain away— then you are being sent. Sent—not with a platform. Sent, not with any credentials. But sent, with a story. And sent with one direction to go—home. “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you. And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.”

OUTLINE

SERMON TITLE: “This Is Who He Is”

TEXT: Luke 8:26-33

INTRODUCTION

Jesus is the God-Man who comes for the one (vv. 26-29).
The man’s condition
The Lord’s compassion
Jesus is the Lord of the Cosmos with authority over all (vv. 30-33).
Authority to rebuke evil spirits
Authority to restore human spirits
Jesus is the God who honors human choice— even rejection (vv. 34-37).
The choice of the one
The choice of the majority
Jesus is the God of mission—who turns rejection into gospel advance (vv. 38-39).
When Jesus says, “No.”
When Jesus says, “Go.”
CONCLUSION
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