Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Sower and the Soils; Hearing that Shows
Text:  Luke 8:1–15; Luke 8:16–21
CONNECT:  June 14, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadiches and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Pastor Tim introduced “The Sower and the Soils” by relating the parable to the experience of our mission teams in Cuba. How does the parable explain their experience?
[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]
Connect to the WORD: READ Luke 8:1–15 and Luke 8:16–21
I. The People of the Parables (vv. 1–3)
· How did the group of disciples that followed Jesus function as a prototypical church?
· How do these verses indicate that the church should be a coeducational, complementarian, converted, comprehensive community? Does our church match this description?
II. The Purpose of the Parables (vv. 9–10)
· What is the biblical context of Jesus’ statement? Cf. Isaiah 6:8–13.
· How do the parables reveal the mysteries of the kingdom to the elect, while at the same time concealing them from the non-elect?
III. The Parable of Parables (vv. 4–8, 11–15)
· Describe first-soil hearers. Have you tried to share the gospel with people like this? How did they respond to you, and how did you respond to them?
· Describe second-soil hearers. Are these hearers genuinely converted? Why or why not?
· Describe third-soil hearers. Are these hearers genuinely converted? Why or why not?
· Describe fourth-soil hearers. What does this tell us about genuine conversion?
IV. The Point of the Parable
· What is the mystery of the kingdom revealed in this parable?
· Discuss the following implications of this parable:
· Responsible evangelism will sow the seed of the gospel indiscriminately.
· Responsible evangelism will be honest and upfront about the reality of trials, tribulations, and temptations.
· Responsible evangelism will emphasize the necessity of perseverance.
· Responsible evangelism will not grant unconditional assurance of salvation.
I. The Responsibility of the Light (vv. 16–17)
· What is the “light?” How is it hidden? How is it made visible?
II. The Warning About Hearing (v. 18a)
· Why did Pastor Mike say that hearing is a dangerous thing? Define hearing that is casual, critical, selective, and obedient.
III. The Principle of Increase or Loss (v. 18b)
· “There is no neutral hearing.” Explain.
IV. The Identity of Christ’s True Family (vv. 19–21)
· What are some false conceptions of what it means to belong to Jesus?
· What characterizes Jesus’ true family?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Do you have assurance that you are a fourth-soil hearer? What could you do this week to gain greater assurance?
· In what areas of your life is your light hidden? What is one step you could take this week to let it shine?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 8:1–15; 8:16–21
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