Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Blessed Are the True Disciples – Part Three
Text:  Luke 6:12–49
CONNECT:  May 3, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Stuart & Lisa Bell, our mission partners in Bangkok, Thailand. Pray for the Bells and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Why has Pastor Tim emphasized that fulfilling the commands found in the Sermon on the Plain is impossible, and yet necessary? How can it be accomplished? See Ps 37:5–6.

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16) — Review.
II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19) — Review.
III. The Character of True Discipleship (6:20–42)
1. In Relation to God (vv. 20–26)
Those who will inherit the blessings of the kingdom of God are those who are poor in spirit, who hunger for righteousness, who weep over the evil around them and within them, and who are persecuted for Christ’s sake. Briefly review each of these qualities of a true disciple.
1. In Relation to Others (vv. 27–42)
1. Love Your Enemies 
· The commands of love (vv. 27–28). What are the specific commands Jesus gives regarding how we are to love our enemies? Why is it important to define love as affection rather than action? What is the connection between the two?
· The objects of love (vv. 27–28). Who are the "enemies" to which Jesus refers, and why does this apply to every strained relationship?
· The examples of love (vv. 29–30). What practical examples does Jesus give for loving our enemies, and how do these challenge our natural responses? Discuss the distinctions between our role as a public citizen (in relation to societal evil), a public Christian (in relation to persecution), and a private Christian (in interpersonal relationships) as they relate to these examples.
· The principle of love (v. 31). Jesus calls His disciples to be thermostats, not thermometers. What is the difference?
· The motive of love (vv. 32–35a). What is the motive of a true disciple in loving their enemies? How does pursuing this motive set you free to love unconditionally?
· The model of love (vv. 35b–36). How did God serve as our model for loving our enemies (Rom 5:8–10)? What can we learn from His example? 
· Who in your life is difficult to love right now? How practical steps can you take to do good to them, bless them, or pray for them this week?
· When have you been tempted to respond to hurt or criticism with retaliation? How could you apply the principles of vv. 29–31 in such circumstances?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Focus on (at least) one strained relationship this week. Commit to serve them (do good), encourage them (bless), and pray for them this week.
· Remind yourself daily of the reward promised to those who love their enemies. Use this to set you free to be generous and merciful without any expectation of relational reciprocity.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 6:12–49
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