Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Who Do You Say that I Am?
Text:  Luke 7:18–35
CONNECT:  May 24, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update on Cuba. Pray for our brothers and sisters in Cuba, pray for their churches, and pray for their country. Then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· Read Mt 16:13–16. Everyone must give an answer to the question, “Who is Jesus?” Most of us already have. But “suffering is the great acid test of faith.” How does suffering reveal the authenticity of our faith? Have you witnessed a profession of faith either validated or invalidated through suffering? Share testimonies.

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
I. Jesus’ Response to John (Luke 7:18–23)
· What question did John send to Jesus, and what does this reveal about John’s struggle in prison? Lk 7:18–20; Mt 11:2–3. What expectations did John likely have regarding the Messiah? In what way were these expectations correct/incorrect? How can unmet expectations test our faith? Lk 3:7–9, 16–17; Mal 3:1–4; Is 61:2.
· How did Jesus answer John’s question, and why did He point to His works instead of giving a direct response? Read Lk 7:21–23; Is 26:19; 29:18; 35:5–6; 42:18; 61:1.
· What did Jesus mean by saying, “Blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (Lk 7:23)? What about Jesus might offend us?
II. Jesus’ Testimony about John (Luke 7:24–28)
· Why did Jesus ask the crowd what they went out into the wilderness to see, and what point was He making about John’s character (vv. 24–25)? In light of vv. 18–23, why is this encouraging?
· Why does Jesus say that John was more than a prophet (vv. 26–27)? What does Jesus mean when He says that among those born of women none is greater than John?
· How can John be the “greatest among those born of women,” yet the “least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” (v. 28)? In what sense are we (those in the new covenant) greater than John?
III. Jesus’ Testimony to the Crowds (Luke 7:29–35)
· How did the tax collectors and others who received John’s baptism respond differently from the Pharisees and lawyers (vv. 29–30)?
· What does Jesus’ illustration of children in the marketplace reveal about the hearts of those who rejected both John and Jesus (vv. 31–34)?
· What does it mean that “wisdom is justified by all her children” (v. 35)? Who are the children of wisdom?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· How are you tempted, like John, to measure Jesus by your expectations instead of by His revealed identity and mission? How would you answer Jesus, “Who do you say that I am?”
· How might suffering, delay, or disappointment expose wrong assumptions in your heart about God’s timing? Reflect on Lk 7:23 and Rom 8:17–25. Hold fast to the true and revealed Christ, especially through suffering.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 7:18–35; Matthew 16:13–16
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