Title: The Mystery of Marriage 
Text: Ephesians 5:22–33
CONNECT: May 18, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· In this week’s Mission Moment, we will watch an update from Sarah Kreitzer, who will be spending the summer in Malta with the IMB’s Project 3000. Pray for Sarah and her ministry, as well as for those needs in your Connect group.
· Paul says that marriage is a mystery (Eph 5:32). What does he mean, and how does this grant to those who are married an immense privilege and place upon them an immense responsibility? What are some ways marriages speak falsely about the gospel?

Connect to the WORD: Ephesians 5:22–33
· Pastor Tim divided Paul’s instructions to wives into four categories. Discuss the practical application and freedom that comes by following God’s design for marriage.
1. The All-Encompassing Command. Wives are to submit to their own husbands, in everything, as to the Lord.
· The meaning of submission—to willingly and joyfully receive from her husband all those things he is responsible to provide for his wife. Why “willingly” and “joyfully?”
· The extent of submission—to her own husband, in everything over which he has been given authority. What would be the few exceptions to this submission?
· The matrix of submission—as to the Lord, meaning that she sees her submission to her husband as part of her obedience to Christ. What are some applications of this truth?
2. The All-Important Context. On what does Paul base his instructions to wives? What does this reveal about the manner of the wife’s submission to her husband?
3. The All-Too-Common Concerns. Pastor Tim raised and answered five objections that are often raised to the teaching that a wife should submit to her husband. Try to remember some of the objections and their responses.
4. The All-Satisfying Conclusion. What is the hope and comfort to those in difficult marriages?
· A husband is responsible to provide for his wife loving leadership that is spiritual, physical, and emotional.
· What does it mean that a husband’s leadership (headship) is biblical, universal, and extensive?
· What does it mean that a husband’s love must be sacrificial, sanctifying, and steadfast?
· Spiritual—A husband must lead his wife and family in the pursuit of holiness (vv. 25–27). How can a husband provide spiritual leadership? How must a husband provide spiritual protection?
· Physical—A husband must provide for his family’s physical needs and protect them from physical harm such that they are nourished (vv. 28–30). How ought a husband to provide physically? How ought a husband to protect physically?
· Emotional—A husband must show affection to his wife and children, such that they feel cherished. What does this require of the husband?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· If you are married, what are you going to take away from these sermons and how will you apply these truths?
· If you are unmarried, what are you going to take away from these sermons and how will you apply these truths?
· It is the responsibility of the entire church to honor marriage (Heb 13:4).

Meditate on these verses this week:
Ephesians 5:22–33; Revelation 22:17; Hebrews 13:4
