Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Glimpses of Glory
Text:  Luke 7:1–17
CONNECT:  May 17, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh, Scotland. Pray for Lisa and her ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· What evidence is there that there is within mankind a universal longing for the glory of God? Rather than sate our hunger for glory in God, where does all mankind by nature turn (Rom 1:21–25)? How is this tendency manifested in your own life?
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]What did C. S. Lewis say was the “Fool’s Way,” the “Disillusioned, ‘Sensible’ Man’s Way,” and the “Christian Way” of responding to this unsatisfied longing?

Connect to the Word:
Luke 7:1–17 provides two glimpses of divine glory. Discuss how each displays the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
I. The Glory of Christ Revealed in His Authority to Heal the Sick (7:1–10)
· What stands out to you about the centurion’s approach to Jesus? How does his view of Jesus and of himself change between v. 3 and v. 6? 
· In what areas of your life do you tend to approach Jesus with a “resume of worthiness” rather than with humble faith? What does this say about your view of Jesus?
IA.     The Proper Response to Glory Is Faith
There were three aspects of the centurion’s response to the glory of Christ. Discuss each.
· It is a faith that is born of the sight of Christ’s supreme glory. Cf. 2 Cor 4:3–6. How does God give the sight of His glory to sinners? When and how did this happen for you?
· It is a faith that locates its hope in Christ’s sovereign compassion. On what did the centurion base his final plea for Jesus’ compassion? How does this inform how we come to Jesus?
· It is a faith that entrusts itself to Christ’s saving authority. What did the centurion come to understand about Jesus and prompted his final plea? How does this inform how we come to Jesus?
II. The Glory of Christ Revealed in His Power to Raise the Dead (7:11–17)
Discuss how the raising of the son of the widow of Nain reveals Christ’s glory:
· The glory of Christ is revealed in His compassion toward human suffering. Why does Jesus raise the widow’s son? How does this uniquely reveal His glory?
· The glory of Christ is revealed in His power over death. What about Jesus’ power revealed in this scene uniquely reveals His glory?
IIA.     The Proper Response to Glory Is Worship
The crowd that witnessed the raising of the widow’s son responded in three ways
· They were seized by fear. Why is fear an appropriate response to the glory of Christ?
· They glorified God. Worship is the natural reflex of the regenerate soul to the glory of God. How does this inform our worship gatherings?
· The told everyone. Why do those who behold the glory of God seem to feel an irresistible urge to tell others? 

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face; and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” Is this true? Why? If so, how will you turn your eyes upon Jesus this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 7:1–17
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