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Connect to One Another:  

• Operation37:31 Memory Challenge. Read and memorize Romans 8:17 together as a 
class. Now, share the entire paragraph (Rom. 8:12-17). What encouragement do 
you gain from this passage? 

• What is the fear of the Lord? Should both Christians and non-Christians fear the 
Lord? In what ways do you fear the Lord? 

Connect to the WORD: Read 1 Peter 1:17-19 

• What results from not fearing the Lord? How have you seen this play out in 
unbelievers, in believers, and in churches? 

• Where does this fear come from? What is it about God that ought to cause all men 
to fear? (vv. 16-17) 

• Pastor Tim shared four differences between the fear of sons and the fear of slaves. 
Discuss the differences and share your personal experience of both. 

1. Godly fear is hopeful, not hopeless. How can you have fear and hope at 
the same time?  

2. Godly fear is loving, not hateful. “You can fear a God who doesn’t love 
you, you can only love a God whom you know loves you and is reconciled 
to you in mercy.” Explain.  

3. Godly fear is joyful, not joyless. Explain how this works: “Because our 
fear exists alongside our faith, and faith in the promised salvation produces 
joy, our fear and our joy are not contradictory.” 

4. Godly fear is conditional not unconditional. Pastor Tim suggested that 
our fear of God’s judgment is conditional. Upon what is it conditioned? 

• Discuss this statement, “When it comes to judgment, we live in fear of not living in 
faith.” Cf. Col 1:21-23; Gal 5:4-5; 1 Cor 15:1-2. Why is this not the same as 
suggesting that we can lose our faith? (“Faith that fizzles before the finish was 
flawed from the first” – Adrian Rogers (1 Jn 2:19). 

• How can the very thing that makes us fear God also make us love God? 

CONNECT to Walk It Out: 

• Living as strangers and exiles requires that we be hopeful (v. 13), holy (vv.14-16), 
and fearful (vv.17-19). How are you doing in each of these areas? What can you do 
this week that will help you in one or all of these areas of Christian living? 

Meditate on these verses this week:   

1 Peter 1:17-19; Colossians 1:21-23; Galatians 5:4-5; 1 Corinthians 15:1-2


