Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Blessed Are the True Disciples — Part Four
Text:  Luke 6:12–49
CONNECT:  May 10, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Sean Dalton about his recent mission trip to Prague. Pray for Steven and Kelli Shaddox, for Pochoden Praha church, and for those needs in your own Connect group.
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Very briefly review what we have covered thus far in the Sermon on the Plain: I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16); II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19); III. The Character of True Discipleship in Relation to God (vv. 20–26) and in Relation to Others (vv. 27–42), beginning with the command to Love Your Enemies (vv. 27–36).
· Share a testimony of how you sought to love your “enemy” over the last week.

Connect to the WORD:
· In vv. 37–42, Jesus describes the character of a true disciple in relation to our fellow disciples:
· The Posture Toward One Another within the Church (37–38). Discuss each of these four postures that a true disciple adopts toward other disciples:
· Forbearance: “Judge not.” Why does this not refer to all judgments in the church? Discuss the danger of judgments that are: legalistic, hypocritical, premature, and immature.
· Compassion: “Condemn not.” Pastor Tim gave five tests for when to confront and when to overlook an offense. What were they?
· Mercy: “Forgive.” Forgiveness is not forgetfulness, minimization, or reconciliation. Explain why not. Forgiveness is releasing the relational debt into the trust of God. What does this mean? Is there someone you need to forgive?
· Generosity: “Give.” Describe how the command to “love” defines the nature of our generosity.
· The Priority of Qualified Leadership within the Church (39–40). A true disciple follows the right leader (Jn 10:3–5). The only qualified leader in Christ’s church is one who speaks the words of Christ and walks in the way of Christ. What does this suggest about how we select leaders in the church? What does this suggest about whom we listen to online or whose books we read?
· The Prerequisites for Confronting Sin within the Church (41–42). Self-examination and repentance are necessary prerequisites for confronting sin.
· Why does a lack of repentance distort our view of others’ sin?
· How does repentance cultivate humility and love in confrontation?
IV.  The Check on True Discipleship (6:43–49)
· What is the point of the illustration of the good and bad trees (vv. 43–45)? What does your fruit reveal about your nature?
· What is the point of the illustration of the wise and foolish builders (vv. 46–49)? Who can have assurance that they will inherit the everlasting kingdom?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Examine your relationships to your brothers and sisters in Christ, especially within the church. Where do you need to repent? Where do you need to focus your attention?
· This week, come to Jesus, hear His words, and do them… every day. Pray for the power to bear fruit (John 15:5), and trust Him to supply it.

Meditate on These Verses This week:
Luke 6:12–49 
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