Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update on Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh. Pray for Lisa and her ministry, then pray for those needs in your own connect group.
· What is the prevailing definition of love in our culture? How does the Bible define love?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read 1 John 4:7–12
Trent Roseman, our guest speaker for our DNOW Student weekend, shared three biblical reasons why we should love one another.
I. Because God Is Love (vv. 7–8). Discuss each of these three clarifying statements as to the nature of real biblical love.
a. “Hatred says, ‘I sacrifice you for my benefit.’ Love says, ‘I sacrifice myself for your benefit.’” Give examples of each.
b. “Love is not self-expression, but self-denial. Love is not self-preservation, but self-sacrifice. Love is not Love. God is love.” Discuss and give examples of each.
c. “Love does not change because God does not change.” How does this inform the way we love one another? 
II. Because God Has Loved Us (vv. 9–10). Discuss these three ways in which God has manifested His love for us.
a. God sent Jesus TO you (v. 9). Who acted first? What are the implications of this statement?
b. God sent Jesus DESPITE you (v. 10a). See Rom 5:8; 3:23. What are the implications of this statement?
c. God sent Jesus FOR you (v. 10b). What is the biblical word that describes how Jesus took our punishment and satisfied the wrath of God for you? Explain. 
III. Because Christ Is Visible in Our Love (vv. 11–12)
a. If no one can see God and live, how can He be visible to anyone? Cf. Jn 1:18.
b. How is God visible in our love for one another? Explain. 
Read 1 John 4:7–8 again. If you love God, how is He made visible through you? If you do not love what God loves what does that say about you according to vs. 8?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Seek to make Christ visible this week by the way in which you genuinely love people, even your enemies. Let His light shine through you by the power of His love for you.

Meditate on these verses this week:
1 John 4:7-12
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