Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Blessed Are the True Disciples – Part Two
Text:  Luke 6:12–49
CONNECT:  April 26, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadich family and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own connect group.
· The Sermon on the Plain presents the righteousness that is required of any who would enter the kingdom of heaven, and yet is impossible for any man to produce. Explain. How does Jesus’ interaction with the “rich young ruler” in Mark 10:17–31 help to reconcile these two truths?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
I. The Cause of True Discipleship (6:12–16) — Review.
II. The Center of True Discipleship (6:17–19) — Review.
III. The Character of True Discipleship (6:20–42)
A. Blessed Are the Bankrupt (6:20b, 24)
· How do we know that Jesus is speaking of a spiritual condition rather than an economic condition? How are the two nevertheless related?
· What does it mean to be “poor in spirit” (Lk 6:20; Mt 5:3)? How can it be said that one who is poor in spirit is humble, hopeful, and happy? Why is spiritual poverty a blessing?
· Why does Jesus pronounce a woe upon the rich (6:24)? With what do you cope/console yourself in the trials of this life?
B. Blessed Are the Famished (6:21a, 25a)
· What are all men created to crave? How do men seek to satisfy this craving? See Is 55:2–3; Jer 2:12–13; Rom 1:23, 25. What are some “broken cisterns” people turn to rather than God?
· What does it mean to hunger for righteousness? How is this hunger satisfied?
C. Blessed Are the Serious (6:21b, 25b)
· Why does Jesus bless those who weep? What are they weeping over (cf. Rom 7:22–24)? Why does Jesus curse those who laugh? What are they laughing about?
· When is it time to weep, and when it is time to laugh (Eccl 3:4)? What are some applications?
D. Blessed Are the Hated (6:22–23, 26)
· Why does Jesus bless those who are hated, excluded, or reviled for His sake? Why is this cause for rejoicing?
· Why does Jesus curse those whom the world speaks well of?
· What might be the cause of a lack of persecution in your life? What are the “sharp edges” of the gospel that provoke persecution?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· What do we do when we are confronted with the necessity and the impossibility of righteousness? Read Psalm 37:5–6. Memorize these verses this week.
· Commit your way to the Lord, and trust in Him to bring forth your righteousness. Ask God to open your eyes to the surpassing worth of Christ and to produce in you the poverty of spirit, hunger for righteousness, seriousness about sin, and joy in persecution that mark a true disciple.
· Make a plan to satisfy your soul with the glory of God this week. How will you do this?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 6:12–49; Mark 10:17–31; Isaiah 55:2–3; Jeremiah 2:12–13
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