Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video testimonies from Randy & Krista Barnes, part of our Cuba Mission Team 2. Pray for the faithfulness and fruitfulness of the churches of Cuba; then pray for those needs in your own connect group.
· How is the Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6) similar and yet distinct from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7)? What is the explanation for this?
· What was the makeup of the audience for the Sermon on the Plain? What was Jesus’ objective?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
· Charles Spurgeon said that the beatitudes do not tell us how to be saved, but rather answer the question, “Who are the saved?” Why is this distinction crucial?
· What is at stake in the Sermon on the Plain? Give Scriptural evidence for your response.
· How does saying, “Only those who forgive others will be saved” (Lk 6:37; Mt 6:14–15) not turn forgiveness into a work by which one earns salvation?
I. The Cause of True Discipleship (Luke 6:12–16)
· How does Luke 6:12-16 demonstrate that true discipleship begins with both divine election and effectual calling? Was this true of these men only, or of all true disciples of Jesus? See John 6:37, 44, 60–71.
· What is noteworthy about the twelve apostles? Why did God choose them? See 1 Corinthians 1:26–29. What is the application to us?
· How can knowing that discipleship begins with God’s choice and calling give you assurance? How does it encourage evangelism?
II. The Center of True Discipleship (Luke 6:17–19)
· Why did the crowds come to Jesus in vv. 17–19? Why might a false disciple come to Jesus? Why does a true disciple come to Jesus?
· How might we test whether we have come to Jesus for the right reasons?
· What should we do if we do not find in ourselves the character of a true disciple? 
· What should we do if we find only weak evidence of these characteristics in our own life? How does one become more merciful, more loving? How does one become more hungry for righteousness?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Reflect this week on the fact that you have been chosen and called by God. Turn this reflection into gratitude and praise.
· Come to Jesus for the words of eternal life and the healing of your soul. Make a plan and discipline yourself to come to Jesus every day, that He might be the center of your discipleship.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 6:12–43; John 6:35–71; 1 Corinthians 1:26–29
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