
Title: On Headship and Head Coverings 
Text: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
CONNECT: March 26, 2023 

Connect to One Another:  
• In this week’s Mission Moment, we focus upon Mike and Casie Sadich, our mission 

partners in SE Asia. Pray for them, as well as for the needs of your Connect group. 
• How were you intentional this past week about obeying 1 Cor 10:31: “So, whether you 

eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God?” 

Connect to the WORD:  
• Why must the church (our church) hold fast the biblical teaching on distinctive genders 

and gender roles, both within the home and within the church? What is at stake if we 
don’t? 

• Read Gal 3:28. Does this verse teach that in Christ there are no distinctive genders or 
gender roles? Why or why not? 

• Read 1 Cor 11:3. This verse affirms the principle of male headship, both in the home 
(Eph 5:22-33) and the church (1 Tm 2:11-15). Paul points to the submission of Christ 
the incarnate Son to the authority of God the Father as the model of authority and 
submission between husband and wife, from which we may learn the following four 
truths. Discuss each: 

1. Authority/submission of function does not imply superiority/inferiority of being. 
2. Submission does not imply dishonor. 
3. Submission does not imply slavery. 
4. Authority does imply accountability. 

• Read 1 Cor 11:4-6. What are you actually doing when you intentionally blur the lines 
between genders and gender roles? What does it mean for “men to act and dress like 
men and women to act and dress like women?” 

• Read 1 Cor 11:7-10. How do these verses establish the grounds of male headship? 
Why is it important that Paul argues from God’s creative design? What does “because 
of the angels” mean? Why would angels rejoice to see God’s creative order is 
maintained? 

• Read 1 Cor 11:11-12. How does Paul emphasizing the “interdependence” of men and 
women, husbands and wives, guard against potential misunderstandings of male 
headship? Which misunderstandings must we avoid? 

• Read 1 Cor 11:13-16. Paul argues for distinctive genders and gender roles from what 
is contextual (“proper”) and what is natural. Explain. Is it true that rejecting male 
headship in the home and the church places one outside the bounds historic Christian 
faith and practice? 

CONNECT to Walk It Out: 
• What does it mean that “the principle is universal, but the application is contextual?” 

Give examples of how we ought to obey this passage. 
• Pray for our younger generations as they are the primary targets of our cultural 

deviations from God in this matter. 

Meditate on these verses this week: 
1 Corinthians 11:2-16


