Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: The New Wine of the New Covenant
Text: Luke 5:33–39
CONNECT: March 22, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video from the Cuba Mission Team 2. Pray for Cuba, for the churches we partnered with, and for lasting fruit from our labors. Then pray for those needs in your own connect group.
· Do you know any religious yet miserable people? Why do you think they are miserable?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
· The Mediator of the New Covenant. Discuss how understanding these three overarching covenants helps to interpret the work of Jesus as the mediator of the new covenant.
1. The covenant of redemption—the eternal, inter-trinitarian covenant to redeem a people through the accomplishment of the Son and the application of the Spirit.
2. The covenant of works—the historical covenant made between God and humanity in Adam, in which He promised life and fellowship for obedience and threatened death and alienation for disobedience.
3. The covenant of grace—the historical covenant between God and humanity in Christ, in which God promised a coming Redeemer who would accomplish a coming redemption. How is the covenant of grace advanced and revealed by these four historical covenants (Noah, Abraham, Israel, David)? Briefly discuss the nature of each and how their fulfillment is in Christ.
· The Misunderstanding of the New Covenant. Discuss how the Pharisees misunderstood the new covenant, and how we may be in danger of doing the same.
1. They Failed to Recognize the Presence of the Bridegroom. What does Jesus mean when He refers to Himself as the Bridegroom? ​Cf. Lk 5:34–35; Jn 3:29. When is it appropriate to feast, and when is it appropriate to fast?
2. They Failed to Recognize the Purpose of the Law. What is the purpose of the law according to Gal 3:23–24 and Rom 7:7? How does the law reveal man’s need of redemption? How does the law reveal God’s provision of redemption? Why should the Pharisees have known that the old covenant was temporary (Heb 10:3–4)? “The Pharisees turned the old covenant, given by God as a temporary administration of the covenant of grace, into a manifestation of the covenant of works.” Explain. How might we do the same thing? Is the law a mirror or a ladder?
3. They Failed to Recognize the Preeminence of the Gospel. How does the new covenant address our deepest need—a remedy for our corruption and our condemnation? How does arrogance and autonomy keep people from embracing the gospel?
· In light of what we have learned, what might it look like for you to sew a new patch on an old garment, or to pour new wine into an old wineskin? And why would this make you miserable?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· How will you feast on the riches of the grace of Christ this week? How will you wear the new garment of Christ’s merit? How will you drink the new wine from the new wineskin? Receive by faith alone the justification of God, and rest in the merits and mercy of Christ.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 5:33–39
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