Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Steven & Kelli Shaddox, our mission partners in Prague. Pray for the Shaddoxes and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· How has Jesus interrupted your life? How are you being transformed as you follow Him?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
Pastor Russell illustrated how the call of Peter is not unlike our call to follow Christ. Discuss each of these steps and how you relate to each.
1. The Crowd (1–3) — Interested but not invested. Can you relate to this before being saved?
2. The Interrupted (4) — Jesus steps into Peter’s boat. How did Jesus stepped into your boat?
3. The Hinge (5) — “Nevertheless, at thy word…” How is this a good expression of saving faith? In what circumstances have you said to Jesus, “Nevertheless, at thy word…”?
4. The Abundance (6–7) — Obedience meets grace. What does this reveal salvation?
5. The Confession (8) — “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man.” Why did Peter say this?
6. The Assurance (9–10) — “Do not be afraid; from now on…” Of what was Peter afraid, and how did Jesus allay his fears? Do you still fear Jesus?
7. The Response (11) — They left everything and followed. What have you left in order to follow Christ?
The three events in Luke 5:12–32 are bound together by the common theme of healing. Discuss how each of these reveal: Man’s terminal condition apart from Christ; The healing ministry of Christ; and the sinner’s response to Christ.
I. Jesus Purifies the Polluted (5:12–16) 
· Our souls are diseased, deformed, and defiled apart from Christ. How is this disease inherited and incurable apart from divine mercy?
· Jesus is compassionate, willing, and powerful to heal our souls of this dreadful disease. How does Jesus’ holiness “infect” and cleanse sinners?
· Like the leper, we must respond to Christ desperately, confident in Jesus’ identity and ability, and jubilant in His grace. What does this mean, specifically?
II. Jesus Heals the Helpless (5:17–26) 
· How do we know man is spiritually incapacitated and incapable of coming to Christ? Why then must we be carried to Christ (Jn 6:44; Rom 8:7–8)? How does God do this?
· Why was the priority of Jesus’ healing ministry not physical but spiritual healing?
· How did the paralytic respond to Jesus? How ought we to respond?
III. Jesus Saves the Sinner (5:27–32)
· Though Levi had no physical ailment, how was he just as sick as the leper and the paralytic? What was his disease? 
· Jesus came for the sick and the sinner, not the self-righteous. Which are you?
· Like Levi, we must respond to Christ with a repentance that is immediate, complete, contagious, and humble. Explain.

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Have you encountered Jesus? How are you responding to His holiness and authority?
· Who can you carry to Jesus (Lk 5:18)? How will you do this?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 5:1–32
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