Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update from Mike and Casie Sadich, our missionaries in Indonesia. Pray for the Sadich family and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· How have you believed Christ’s promise and acted upon it? How and why must we seek the power of the Holy Spirit in fighting temptation as well as for gospel ministry?
[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 4:31-44
Pastor Kurt used the Normandy invasion as an opening illustration. In what ways does the landing at Normandy parallel Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum? Who was stepping onto enemy territory? How does this relate to the concept of spiritual warfare?
1. The King Speaks with Authority (vv. 31–32) What set Jesus’ teaching apart from that of the rabbis? Cf. Mark 1:22. How did people respond to His authority?
· Why is it significant that Jesus spoke with “divine authority” rather than “borrowed authority”? How does this affect our view of Him?
· Pastor Kurt reminded us of Jesus’ mission revealed in Luke 4:18-19 (Isaiah 61:1-2). Discuss this statement, “In Nazareth Jesus declared His mission; In Capernaum He proved it.”
2. The King Conquers the Enemy (vv. 33–37) Why do you think the demons immediately recognized who Jesus was, even when people did not? Cf. James 2:19
· Why did Jesus rebuke the demons and silence their testimonies, even when they spoke the truth about His true identity?
3. The King Restores the Broken (vv. 38–41) What do Jesus’ miracles in these verses reveal about His heart for the suffering?
· In what ways are miracles “signs” rather than the main mission? Cf. John 20:30-31
· How does Jesus’ goal of restoration go beyond simply improving lives? What is the goal?
4. The King Proclaims the Gospel (vv. 42–44) Why did Jesus prioritize preaching the good news of the Kingdom? Cf. Mark 1:38
· How do signs and wonders relate to the mission of proclaiming the Gospel?
· What does it mean for the Kingdom of God to be the “rule of God”? How do we experience that today?
Repent and Believe the Gospel.  Why is this the proper response to the KING followed by gratitude and service? Read Mark 1:14-15. What does repentance look like in your life today? How does believing the Gospel shape your daily decisions?
Guard the Mission of the Church. Why must the church not become an entertainment venue or a social project…but remain a community gathered to hear and proclaim God’s Word? What are some distractions that can pull the church away from its true mission?
Take Up the Mission. Advance the Kingdom by proclaiming the very Word that saved you. How can you personally be used to advance the Kingdom? Cf. Romans10:13-17

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Who in your life needs to hear the message of Jesus’ authority, victory, restoration, and good news?
· The King has come. Have you bowed to Him? How will you respond to His authority, victory, restoration, and call to proclaim the Gospel?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 4:31-44
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