Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: Flee from the Wrath to Come
Text: Luke 3:1–20
CONNECT: February 8, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh, Scotland. Pray for Lisa and her ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· Pastor Tim said, “We stand in fundamentally the same position as John’s original audience who were awaiting the coming Messiah.” Explain why this is true. What are we awaiting and preparing for? Are you prepared?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 3:1–20
I. The Messenger of Preparation (3:1–2)
· Why does Luke carefully date the beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist? What is that date?
· What is significant about these statements, “the word of God came to John” and that the word of God came to John “in the wilderness”? How long had God been silent?
II. The Ministry of Preparation (3:3–6)
· John’s ministry was foretold by the prophets Isaiah (3:4–6) and Malachi (1:16–17). What two essential elements comprised the ministry of John? What does this mean for the ministry of First Baptist Nixa?
· Tim pointed out four elements of John’s baptism. Discuss the meaning of each.
· The origin of baptism—Gentile proselyte baptism.
· The mode of baptism—immersion in water.
· The candidates of baptism—those making a credible profession of repentance and faith.
· The meaning of baptism—baptism is a sign of our repentance and of God’s forgiveness.
III. The Means of Preparation (3:7–18)   
John’s ministry reveals five essential steps of preparation. Use each to examine your own preparedness for the coming of Christ.
1. Reckon with the coming wrath (v. 7). God’s wrath is: (a) fierce; (b) righteous; (c) infinite; (4) satisfied only by the blood of Christ. How might you tell if you have reckoned with the wrath of God?
2. Reject false hopes of salvation (v. 8). Only faith in the mercy of God through the Messiah of God saves. What are we at risk of placing our hopes in today?
3. Repent and reform (vv. 8–14). The sincerity of repentance is borne out by the fruit of repentance. What does this look like?  Why are words and intentions alone not enough? What fruits of repentance do you see in your own life?
4. Seek refuge in the returning Messiah (vv. 15–17). The only refuge from the wrath of God is in the Christ of God, who alone can baptize in the Spirit of God. How, exactly, does one seek refuge in Christ?
5. Receive baptism (v. 18). Though the substance has come, the sign is still significant. Can a person faithfully follow Christ and remain unbaptized? Explain.
IV. The Menace of Preparation (vv. 19–20)
If you live a life that is prepared to meet Christ, you will be opposed by the world that hates Christ (Jn 15:18–20; 2 Tm 3:12). Are you prepared for persecution?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Are you prepared to meet the Lord Jesus Christ either at His soon return or in your own death? How might you be better prepared?
· How would you counsel someone who lives in fear of the wrath to come? How would you counsel someone who is ignoring it?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 3:1–20
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