Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Sermon at Nazareth
Text:  Luke 4:14–30
CONNECT:  February 22, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video about the Cuba Mission Team 2. Pray for the team and their ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· As a group, try to reconstruct the timeline of Jesus’ movements between His baptism and the start of His Galilean ministry (see pp. 3–4 of the sermon manuscript for help). Why does Luke bring Jesus’ sermon at Nazareth forward in his narrative?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
I. The Ministry of Christ (4:14–15)
Luke 4:14–15 provide a summary statement of Jesus’ ministry, comprised of three essential elements:
· It was a ministry conducted in the power of the Spirit. Does this mean that Jesus’ divine nature wasn’t involved in His words or His works? What does it mean for us to minister in the power of the Spirit (Jn 20:22; Acts 1:8; Jn 15:5)? How do we seek the power of the Spirit for ministry?
· It was a ministry of preaching. Why did Jesus’ ministry center upon preaching rather than upon miracles? Cf. Mk 1:38. Should a church be preaching-centered? Why? What can you do as a listener to benefit from preaching?
· It was a ministry directed toward the glory of Christ. How is the glory of Christ revealed in preaching? How is the glory of Christ revealed in the other aspects of a church’s ministry?
II. The Gospel of Christ (4:16–21)
Jesus’ sermon at Nazareth provides an example of the kind of sermons Jesus preached, and what kind of response He received.
· Jesus proclaimed His identity as the Messiah sent from God. What does Isaiah 61:1–2 reveal about the Messiah? What does it mean for Jesus to be our prophet, priest, and king?
· Jesus proclaimed the hopeless condition of man apart from God. Do “poor,” “captive,” “blind,” and “oppressed” refer to a spiritual or a physical state? Explain. How does Jesus redeem us from each of these conditions?
· Jesus proclaimed the age of redemption promised by God. What occurred in the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25), and how is this present age the fulfillment of that Old Testament shadow?
III. The Response to Christ (4:22–30)
· Explain why the Jews of Nazareth rejected Jesus, and how it is possible for us to stumble over the same:
· They rejected His familiarity.
· They rejected His priority.
· They rejected His liberty and liberality.
· The widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian received the salvation of God by believing God’s promise and acting upon it. How? If we would be saved, we must do the same. How?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Have you believed Christ’s promise and acted upon it? If not, what do you need to do?
· How will you seek the power of the Holy Spirit for ministry this week?
· What can you do this morning to prepare yourself to receive the preaching of the word of Christ?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 4:14–30
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